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EXAMINATION,  &c. 


That  a  great  controversy  is  going  on  between  two  systems 
of  doctrine,  relative  to  the  character  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  na- 
ture of  its  institutions,  seems  to  be  generally  taken  for  granted. 
And  that  it  is  "the  last  time"  this  conflict  is  to  engage  the 
hosts  of  God's  elect,  seems  to  be  very  generally  believed.  Dr. 
Pusey  denominates  it  a  controversy  between  the  "system  of 
Geneva  and  Catholicism,"*  and  D'Aubigne  agrees  to  this  class- 
ification.f  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bacon  calls  it  a  conflict  between  "  the 
devil's  edition  of  Christianity"  and  the  true  Gospel,J  which  the 
New  Englander  accepts. §  But  the  more  common  description 
is,  that  it  is  a  controversy  between  "  formalism"  and  "  spiritual- 
ism." That  such  a  controversy  exists,  and  is  now  convulsing 
Christendom  to  its  center,  no  one  can  doubt.  But  whether  it  be 
"  the  last  time,"  we  know  not,  nor  can  the  inquiry  be  of  any  avail. 
It  is  enough  for  us  to  know,  that  it  is  one  in  which  the  interests  of 
the  truth  are  deeply  involved.  Nor  is  it  material  for  us  to  inquire 
by  what  names  these  opposite  opinions  should  be  characterized. 
It  is  suflicient,  that  our  opponents  acknowledge  that  the  system 
against  which  they  are  warring,  and  which  they  denominate  "  the 
devil's  edition  of  Christianity,"  and  which  they  stigmatize  as  "  a 
religion  of  forms,"  is  that  system  which  is  embodied  in  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer,  and  which  is  held  by  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States.  1| 
And  that  which  they  oppose  to  it,  which  they  offer  us  in  its  stead, 
is  that  natural  offshoot  of  Calvinism,  that  "  degenerate  plant  of  a 
strange  vine,"  as  we  are  obliged  to  consider  it,  which  they  un- 
blushingly  call  "  the  distinctive  Religion  of  New  England,"*1I  and 
which  therefore  may  be  properly  called,  New-Englandism. 

*  Lett,  to  Abp.  Canterbury.  t  Puseyism  Examined. 

X  Speech  before  For.  Evan.  Soc.  1843.         §  N.  E.  I.  555. 
liN.  E.  II.  113—142.  IF  N.  E.  II.  143. 


The  state  of  the  question  between  us  is  thus  presented  by  the 

New  Englander  itself : 

"  For  our  part,  we  are  willing  to  have  it  understood  on  all  sides, 
and  acted  upon,  that  the  difference  between  the  Gospel  as  we  re- 
ceive it,  and  the  system  held  by  the  party  which  the  writer  of 
this  pamphlet  [New-Englandism,  etc.']  represents,  are  of  the 
most  serious  nature.  If  the  men  of  that  party  are  right,  we — 
i.  e.  all  who  are  not  Episcopalians — are  rebels  and  heretics  ;  and 
there  is  no  evil  in  saying  so.  If  they  are  right,  we — i.  e.  all 
Protestants  who  are  not  of  their  Church  and  some  who  are, — 
have  embraced  a  system  which  is  not  Christianity,  and  why  should 
they  not  say  so  in  the  plainest  and  most  expressive  words  they  can 
command?  If  they  are  wrong,  the  ialse  principles  which  they 
assume  and  proclaim,  involve  a  hateful  arrogance  against  the 
intellect  and  soul  of  man,  and  against  the  Gospel  of  the  grace 
of  God.  Till  we  see  that  they  are  right,  we  intend  to  speak  of 
their  position  and  their  doctrines  without  mincing ;  and  till  the}^ 
see  that  w^e  are  right,  we  do  not  intend  to  complain  of  their 
speaking  out  what  they  think  of  us."     (N.  E.  II.  310,  311.) 

This  question,  then,  according  to  the  confession  of  our  adver- 
saries, is  one  of  immense  magnitude,  and  consequently,  no 
argument  that  tends  to  develope  the  truth,  can  be  of  small 
moment.  Whatever,  therefore,  goes  to  show  which  is  "  the  dev- 
il's edition  of  Christianity,"  is  deserving  of  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration, and  one  common,  and,  Y^hen  propei'ly  viewed,  one 
proper  test  of  this  question,  is,  an  appeal  to  the  practical  work- 
ings  of  the  two  systems ;  on  the  ground  that,  "  by  their  fruits 
shall  ye  know  them."  It  was  upon  this  principle,  that  Bishop 
Brownell,  in  his  Charge,  in  1843,  referred  to  the  state  of  religion 
in  Germany  and  Geneva,  in  order  to  show,  that  the  principles 
which  had  been  adopted  in  tho^e  countries  were  wrong,  because 
of  the  pernicious  consequences  to  which  they  had  led. 

The  reviewer  of  the  Charge,  in  the  New  Englander  for  Jan- 
uary 1844,  without  denying  the  correctness  of  this  principle,  or 
the  existence  of  the  evils  alledged  by  the  Bishop,  avowed  his 
preference  for  the  "German  religion"  (II.  154)  bad  as  it  it  is, 
to  that  of  England.  The  author  of  the  work  entitled,  "  New 
Englandism  not  the  religion  of  the  Bible,"  very  naturally  re- 
garded this  as  an  avowal  of  sympathy  with  that  "  German  re- 
ligion," and  proceeded  to  point  out  what  v/ere  some  of  the  char- 
acteristics of  it. 


The  reviewers  apologist  endeavors  to  meet  this  argument,  not 
by  controverting  or  denying  the  facts,  but  by  attempting  to  cast 
ridicule  upon  it,  by  talking  about  the  "  amazing  show  of  erudi- 
tion "  displayed  in  getting  facts  from  "  Dr.  Murdock  on  Ger- 
man Philosophy,  from  Prof.  Norton's  pamphlets  against  Trans- 
cendentalism, and  Rose  on  the  state  of  the  Protestant  Church  in 
Germany."  (N.  E.  11.  312.)  It  would  have  been  more  to  the  pur- 
pose, to  have  contradicted  the  facts,  could  he  have  done  it,  or  to 
have  shown  that  they  were  misrepresented.  But  the  most  cu- 
rious part  of  the  passage  is,  that  a  very  large  majority  of  the  au- 
thors quoted  are  not  mentioned,  either  by  Murdock  or  Norton, 
and  many  of  them  wrote  after  the  publication  of  Rose.  Was 
the  writer  ignorant  of  these  facts  ? 

The  work  on  NeiD-Englandism  not  the  religion  of  the  Bible, 
has  had  the  fortune  to  receive  several  notices  and  replies.  The 
Religious  Herald,  edited  by  a  champion  of  the  reputed  author  of 
the  review,  denies  the  existence  of  any  such  sympathy,  and  pro- 
nounces our  statement  "a  lie."*  The  reviewer  of  that  work, 
"  the  next  friend,"  or  apologist  of  the  reviewer  of  the  Bishop's 
Charge,  is  more  moderate,  and  merely  denominates  the  argument 
"  erroneous,"  "  sophistical,"  "  disingenuous,"  and  "  containing 
gross  and  abusive  misrepresentations."!  The  author  himself, 
however,  is  still  more  modemte,  and  contents  himself  with  re- 
peating his  preferences  even  in  still  stronger  language,  without 
any  pretence  that  we  have  misrepresented  him, 

"  He  says :  '  Under  these  words,  '  heresies  and  frigid  neolo- 
gisms,' J.  C.  goes  on  to  fill  up  four  pages  with  an  index  of 
German  aberrations  in  philosophy  and  theobgy,  adding  after- 
wards nine  more  to  show,  as  he  says,  '  what  are  the  doctrines 
and  principles  preferred  by  us,  to  those  of  the  English  Church.' 
The  articles  of  his  catalogue  are  nothing  new  to  us,  though 
they  seem  to  be  a  surprising  discovery  to  him.     It  was  in  full 

*  Rel.  Herald,  Feb.  1844. 

t  N.  E.  II.  312,  313.  The  reviewer  and  his  apologist,  supposing  the  signa- 
ture  Juris  ConsuUus  to  be  Latin,  and  to  signify  lawyer,  (which  it  would, 
were  it  one  word,)  have  attempted  a  play  upon  it,  and  the  reviewer's  apologist 
entitles  his  article,  "  Bishop  Brownell's  Attorney  on  New-Englandism."  On  a 
less  important  topic  we  might  be  disposed  to  adopt  a  similar  vein.  But  in  the 
inqairy  which  is  "  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,"  and  which  "  the  Devil's  edi. 
tion  of  the  Gospel,"  there  is  no  room  for  serious  minds  to  trifle. 
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view  of  these,  that  we  said,  [IX?]  and  now  say,  tliat  bad  as 
they  are,  and  hostile  to  the  piety  of  the  German  Church,  the 
condition  of  the  Anglican  is  yet  worse,  being  very  nearly  as 
empty  of  the  spiritual  life-giving  truths  of  the  Gospel,  with  the 
disadvantage  of  a  hundred  fold  more  sensuality  and  profligacy 
in  its  ministry."* 

After  such  a  frank  avowal  of  the  author  himself,  we  do  not 
conceive  it  necessary  to  reply  at  all,  to  the  charge  of  "  misrep- 
resentations and  disingenuousness,"  made  by  the  reviewer's 
apologist,  nor  to  that  of  "  falsehood,"  made  by  his  champion. 
The  author  has  himself  narrowed  down  this  question  to  the  sin- 
gle inquiry,  in  ivhich  country  is  religion  in  the  better  state,  in 
England  or  in  Germany  ?  This  is  an  appeal  of  the  same  kind, 
as  that  made  by  the  Bishop, — an  appeal  to  the  practical  work- 
ing of  the  two  systems.  The  Bishop  assumes  that  the  system 
of  the  Church  of  England  has  worked  best,  and  produced  the 
most  desirable  results.  This  the  reviewer  of  the  Charge  de- 
nies, and  asserts  that  the  working  of  the  Germany  system  has 
been  the  most  beneficial.  The  examination  of  this  point  will 
form  the  principal  subject  of  the  present  inquiry. 

But  there  are  a  few  incidental  questions  which  must  be  notic- 
ed. Certain  charges  have  been  preferred  with  great  bitternessf 
by  the  reviewer  and  his  apologist,  against  the  author  of  "  New- 

*  Note  p.  19. 

t  The  reviewer's  apologist  charges  the  author  he  is  reviewing,  with  malice  for 
alluding  to  the  introduction  of  books  on  German  Neology  "  into  the  Libraries  of 
New  School  Seminaries,"  which  he  says,  "  is  as  imbecile  as  it  is  malicious." 
(N.  E.  II.  326.)  We  merely  alluded  before,  to  the  probable  result  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, by  way  of  caution.  Such  an  allegation  as  this  would  justify  us  in  bring- 
ing  together  the  charges  that  have  been  made  against  these  Seminaries,  in  our  jus- 
tification. But  as  it  is  a  most  painful  topic  to  reflect  upon,  we  shall  content 
ourselves  with  putting  a  few  queries.  We  ask  then,  whether  the  leading  man  in 
the  work  alluded  to,  does  not  profess  to  have  adopted  substantially,  the  views  of 
the  German  Schleirmacher,  in  regard  to  the  Trinity  ?  And  whether  he  lias 
not  publicly  denied  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  taught  in  the  Apostles'  and  Ni- 
cene  Creed,  and  in  the  leading  Protestant  Confessions  of  Faith  ?  And  also, 
whether  Schleirmacher's  views  of  the  Trinity  did  not  lead  him  to  deny  the 
doctrine  of  the  atonement  ?  When  these  questions  are  answered  satisfactorily,  we 
shall  be  ready  to  propose  many  more  of  a  similar  kind,  sliould  the  reviewer  or  his 
friends  desire. 


Englandism,"  into  which  we  shall  mqinre,  and  certain  admis- 
sions have  been  made,  which  must  be  noted  and  recorded. 
The  charges  to  be  noticed,  are  those  of  misrepresentation,  and 
these  are  alluded  to,  not  because  there  is  any  real  ground  for 
them,  or  for  the  language  they  have  adopted,  but  because  we 
are  unwilling  to  sustain  our  cause  by  any  but  fair  and  hon- 
ourable argument.  But,  in  fact,  not  one  of  the  alledged  mis- 
representations, affects  the  argument  of  the  work  on  New-Eng- 
landism  in  the  least  degree  whatever,  for  they  are  urged,  not 
against  the  argument  itself,  nor  yet  against  the  quotations  made 
to  support  the  argument,  but  against  the  quotations  made  to 
illustrate  the  reviewer's  "  taste,  style,"  &c. 

The ^rs^  charge  of  misrepresentation  made  by  the  reviewer's 
apologist,  is,  that  the  "exploding"  of  the  Bishop's  Charge, 
(p.  7.)  was  not  intended  to  bear  the  sense  given  it  in  New-Eng- 
landism^  and  that  there  was  no  "  indelicacy "  in  the  language 
employed  by  the  reviewer.  (11.  310.)  It  is  possible  that  the  re- 
viewer did  not  intend  to  convey  the  idea  we  gathered  from  him, 
but  we  see  no  evidence  of  it.  We  allow  that  the  construction 
we  put  upon  it  was  indelicate.  We  felt  bound  to  interpret  pas- 
sages of  obvious  double  meaning,  in  accordance  with  the  tenor 
of  the  composition  in  which  they  occur,  and  in  a  vulgar  article, 
we  could  understand  them  in  no  other  than  a  vulgar  way.  Be- 
sides, the  reviewer  chose  to  employ  a  military  figure,  which 
always  has  a  vulgar  meaning,  and  this  compelled  us  to  gWe  the 
passage  the  construction  we  did.  The  reviewer  also  complains 
that  we  misrepresent  him,  in  regard  to  another  passage ;  that 
which  relates  to  "  breathing  over  the  breath  of  the  Apostles, 
and  the  line  of  popes,  in  regular  succession."  Our  construc- 
tion was  the  obvious  one,  flowing  from  his  language,  so  that  if 
he  did  not  mean  as  we  understood  him,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
gather  his  meaning  at  all.  And  so  his  apologist  seems  to  have 
supposed,  as  he  makes  no  complaint  of  it,  as  we  perceive. 

Second,  the  author  of  New  -  Englandism  represented  the  re- 
viewer as  introducing  the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  devil  into  the 
same  passage,  (p.  14.)  To  this  it  is  replied,  that  "  the  Review 
contains  no  such  passage,"  (II.  313.)  and  that "  neither  the  Holy 
Ghost  nor  the  devil  is  named  there  at  all."  (II.  814.)     The  pass- 


age  to  which  reference  was  given  reads  as  follows.  "  Reh'gion 
when  it  enters  the  soul,  has  to  bear  the  company  of  evil  there, 
and  when  the  holy  fire  is  kindled,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected 
(such  is  human  infirmity)  that  some  devilish  heat  will  occasion- 
ally kindle  with  it/'  (11.  144.)  Now  if  the  reviewer  believes  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  author  of  that  "  holy  fire"  which  consti- 
tutes true  religion,  and  also  believes  that  the  "devil"  has  any  thing 
to  do  wdth  kindling  the  "devilish  heat"  to  which  he  refers,  then 
they  are  not  only  in  the  same  passage,  but  also  in  the  same 
heart,  and  he  has  not  been  misrepresented.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
the  reviewer  does  not  believe  in  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
nor  in  the  existence  of  the  "  devil,"  then  he  has  been  misrepresent- 
ed.    He  may  take  which  horn  of  the  dilemma  he  chooses. 

Third,  the  author  of  New-Englandism,  after  quoting  a  long 
passage  from  the  Review,  in  which  he  pretends  to  describe  "  the 
ravening  wolfhood,  miscalled  by  the  epithet  clergy  of  England,'* 
remarked :  "  Such  is  his  picture  of  the  English  Clergy,  which 
he  [the  reviewer]  says  the  clergy  in  this  country  are  endeavor- 
ing to  imitate,"  referring  to  N.  E.  IL  146,  in  proof  But  the  re- 
viewer's apologist  says,  "  no  such  sentence  is  there, — no  frag- 
ment or  trace  of  it. — no  words  to  that  effect, — nothing  which  ap- 
proximates to  the  same  meaning."  (N.  E.  II.  314.)  This  is  cer- 
tainly strong  language.  Is  it  true  ?  We  acknowledge  that  the 
passage  should  not  have  been  quoted,  the  quotation  marks  getting 
in  by  one  of  those  typographical  errors  that  cannot  be  accounted 
for.  And  for  this  mistake  we  humbly  beg  the  reviewer's  pardon. 
But  is  the  substance, — ^the  idea  there  ?  Does  the  reviewer  charge 
the  clergy  in  this  country  with  endeavoring  to  imitate  the  clergy 
of  England?  The  reviewer's  apologist  says  *  wo.'  Let  the  re- 
viewer himself  speak. 

"  Our  Anglican  Clergy  on  this  side  of  the  water  begin  to  see 
the  great  day  coming  to  Episcopacy  at  home,  and  forthwith  kin- 
dle up  their  little  tapers  to  emulate  'the  great  fire  that  is  burning 
in  England.  Bishop  Doane  goes  over  to  get  the  anointing  of 
Dr.  Pusey,  and  returns  pompous  Lord  George,  to  set  up  a  cross! 
Onderdonk  is  so  fierce  to  become  a  Lord  that  he  makes  himself 
a  bear Tracts  for  the  Times,  many  and  strong  in  Eng- 
land. Connecticut  emulates  in  one  little  pamphlet.  .  .  .  The 
Connecticut  nightingale  roars  a  response,"  (N.  E.  II.  146,)  and 
lAuch  more  to  the  same  effect.     We  leave  it  to  our  readers  to 
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say  whether  this  language  implies  that  "  the  clergy  in  this  coun- 
try are  endeavouring  to  imitate"  those  of  England.* 

The  admissions  which  we  desire  to  note,  are  points  affirmed 
by  the  Bishop, — denied  by  the  reviewer, — and  re-affirmed  by  the 
author  of  "  New-Englandism"  with  additional  proofs,  and  which 
are  now  directly  admitted,  or  tacitly  allowed,  by  being  passed 
over  without  notice. 

1 .  That  the  state  of  religion  in  Germany  is  deplorable. 

2.  That  the  influence  of  the  Liturgy  is  highly  conservative 
in  tending  to  keep  out  heresy. 

3.  That  the  "  distinctive"  features  of  New-Englandism  have 
been  correctly  drawn. 

4.  That  Calvin  taught  the  doctrine  of  baptismal  regeneration, 
as  regards  the  elect. 

5.  That  Bellamy  and  other  "  New  Light"  theologians  taught 
the  theory  imputed  to  them. 

These  points  being  admitted,  but  two  questions  remain  be- 
tween us — whether  the  doctrines  of  New-Englandism,  or  those 
of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  are  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible, 
— and  w^hether  the  practical  working  of  the  German  system 
has  been  better  or  worse  than  that  of  England.  The  first  of 
these  questions  not  having  been  made  in  this  discussion,  and  hav- 
ing been  elsewhere  so  often  and  so  satisfactorily  discussed,  will 
not  now  be  considered. 

In  considering  the  practical  working  of  the  two  systems,  we 
shall  consider  (1)  the  evidence  urged  against  the  English  Church, 
and  (2)  offer  some  proof  in  its  favor  from  sources  that  can  not  be 
questioned,  at  least  by  the  reviewer  and  his  apologist. 

*  After  the  strong  language  of  condemnation  applied  by  the  reviewer  and  his 
apologist  to  the  author  of  "  New-Englandism,"  «fec.for  alledged  misquotation  and 
misrepresentation,  we  are  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  the  reviewer  (p.  43)  attribu- 
ting language  to  Calvin,  which  we  quoted  from,  and  credited  to,  another  author, 
and  language  to  the  Quarterly  Christian  Spectator,  (p.  47)  which  we  quoted 
from,  and  credited  to,  Dr.  Bellamy ;  and  the  New-Englander  itself,  in  quoting 
from  the  New  York  Churchnan,  omitting,  without  notice,  most  important  and 
material  words, — words  which  form  part  of  the  essence  of  a  defimtion,  and  which 
could  not  honestly  be  omitted  even  with  notice  I  Their  horror  of  misrepresenta^ 
tion  seems  to  be  all  on  one  side. 
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1.  Of  the  evidence  urged  against  the  English  Church.  It  is 
a  little  singular,  that  the  whole  evidence  urged  by  the  reviev^er, 
and  the  main  evidence  of  his  apologist,  in  regard  to  the  present 
state  of  the  Church  of  England,  so  far  as  relates  to  piety  or 
morality,  is  derived  from  a  Charge  of  Archdeacon  Paley,  deliv- 
ered to  the  young  clergy  of  Carlisle,  just  sixty-three  years  ago, 
the  29th  day  of  next  July.  Why  they  should  go  back  more 
than  half  a  century,  and  quote  authorities  as  to  the  state  of 
things  then,  to  prove  v^^hat  it  is  now,  we  leave  to  our  readers  to 
^s^uess,  especially  since  the  reviewer's  apologist  admits  that  there 
**has  been  some  improvement."  (11.  320.) 

The  reviewer's  apologist,  however,  adds  another  item  of 
proof  extracted  from  some  anonymous  communications  which 
originally  appeared  in  the  London  Times — re-published  in  The 
\Nem  YorJi]  Churchman.  These  extracts  look  something  like 
proof,  and  the  reviewer's  apologist  may,  perhaps,  be  pardoned 
for  the  prominence  he  gives  them,  inasmuch  as  he  can  not  be 
supposed  to  be  familiar  with  the  state  of  parties  in  England.  * 
But  he  will  see  that  the  apparent  pertinency  of  their  evidence 
vanishes  at  once,  when  he  is  told  that^  the  London  Times  is  a 
thorough-going  political  party  paper  of  England,  always  char- 
acterized by  its  strength  and  bitterness,  and  that  the  articles  in 
question,  were  written  for  political  effect,  by  a  member  of  a 
new  political  party,  recently  sprung  up  in  England,  and  assum- 
ing to  itself  the  omnious  name  of  "  Young  England."  For  what 
purpose  those  articles  were  re-published  in  The  Churchman,  we 
know  not,  probably  from  inadvertence,  as  they  contain  language 
which  no  Christian  man  can  approve,  and  statements,  which  a 
trifling  acquaintance  with  things  in  England,  would  show  to  be 
erroneous,  f  This  will  be  manifest  from  facts  that  will  be  ad- 
duced under  the  following  head. 

*  This  is  evident  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  article,  but  especially  from  what 
he  says  in  regard  to  "  Dublin  and  Cheltenham."  We  can  enlighten  him  on  these 
points.  The  persons  referred  to,  are  Archbishop  Whately,  whom  the  reviewer 
and  his  associates  delight  to  honour,  and  Rev.  Francis  Close,  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential clergyman  of  the  Evangelical  party. 

t  The  reviewer's  apologist  attempts  to  turn  the  tables  upon  us,  on  the  score  of 
"Bympathy,"  by  referring  to  wliat  he  calls  the  "acknowledged  sympathy"  oi" 
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We  agree  with  the  reviewer's  apologist,  that  the  connection 
of  Church  and  State  is  an  evil,  and  that  it  would  probably  be 
better  for  religion  if  it  were  dissolved  in  England.  But  we  do 
not  agree  with  him  that  it  is  our  duty  to  make  war  upon  it,  or 
to  join  in  the  hue  and  cry  of  infidel,  chartist  and  dissenter, 
against  the  establishment.  We  are  free  to  admit,  also,  that  some 
of  the  English  clergy  receive  enormous  salaries,*  and  that  plu- 
ralities, except  in  case  of  small  parishes,  and  non-residences  are 
evils.  But  neither  of  these  evils  is  as  great,  or  as  extensive  as 
represented.  And  we  have  no  hesitation  in  granting  that  there 
are  worldly  and  bad  men  in  the  ministry  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. But  that  it  is  as  bad  as  is  represented  by  the  reviewer 
and  his  apologist,  we  utterly  deny.  We  will  not,  however,  as 
well  we  might,  offset  our  denial  against  their  affirmation.  We 
will  undertake  to  prove,  what  no  man  can  be  called  upon  to 
prove, — that  is  a  negative.  We  will  undertake  to  prove,  and 
that,  too,  from  the  admissions  of  our  opponents  themselves,  that 
the  state  of  things  in  the  Church  of  England,  is  not  as  is  repre- 
sented by  the  reviewer  and  his  apologist.  In  other  words,  we 
will  undertake  to  show  this,  out  of  the  mouths  of  such  of  our  op- 
ponents as  have  the  best  means  of  knowing  the  value,  and  at  the 
same  time,  the  greatest  reasons  for  opposing  the  establishment. 


The  Churchman,  and  the  Christian  Register,  the  organ  of  the  Unitarians  of 
Boston.  But  the  writer  can  not  but  be  aware  if  he  is  a  reader  of  those  papers 
that  his  argument  is  pointless,  and  that  for  very  obvious  reasons,  neither  caa 
be  quoted  against  Connecticut. 

*  Since  the  pubUcation  of  "  New-Englandism,"  the  author  has  received  from 
England,  documents  which  give  the  value  of  every  Benefice  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  the  income  of  every  individual  connected  with  the  establishment,  as 
it  stood  in  1843.  A  comparison  of  the  statistics  given  in  "  New-Englandism," 
etc.,  with  these,  confirms  their  general  accuracy.  But  the  income  of  the 
Bishops  is  there  stated  too  high.  The  income  of  the*  Abp.  of  Canterbury,  is 
$76,500,  instead  of  $85,000  as  there  stated,  and  the  incomes  of  all  the  Episcopal 
Sees,  $609,035,  instead  of  $640,000.  The  whole  additional  income  of  all  the 
Bishops,  from  salaries  arising  from  other  sources,  is  $26,442.  And  yet  the  re- 
viewer  represents  the  Bishops  as  having  their  ^£300,000  or  $1,350,000  a  year. 
The  reviewer's  language  impHes  that  they  have  this  sum  each,  (N.  E.  II.  154,) 
but  his  apologist  narrows  it  down  to  the  sum  total  of  all  the  incomes  of  all  the 
Bishops.  (N.  E.  II.  316.) 
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11.  We  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  actual  state  of  religion 
in  England, — not  as  it  was  sixty  years  ago,  but  as  it  now 
is,  and  has  been  within  these  ten  years  past.  We  begin  with 
the  Rev.  John  Pye  Smith,  D.  D.,  a  living  Congregational  di- 
vine of  England,  well  known  to  many  in  this  country. 

He  says : — "  Those  whom  God  honours,  let  us  delight  to 
honour.  1  must  profess  my  opinion,  that  the  increase  of  vital 
PIETY  in  the  Established  Church,  within  the  last  thirty  or  forty 
years,  has  been  proportionately,  and  comparing  the  measure  of 
advantages,  greater  than  among  us,^  [the  Dissenters.]  '  In  this 
we  rejoice,  yea,  and  will  rejoice.' "  * 

The  Rev.  John  A.  James,  another  dissenting  minister  of  Eng- 
land, now  living,  speaking  of  the  Church  of  England  says : 

"  It  has  done  immense  service  to  the  cause  of  religion,  both  in 
its  vast  theological  literature,  and  by  its  evangelical  ministers  ; 
and  never  was  it  more  useful,  in  the  latter  respect,  than  it  is  at 
this  moment.  You  who  dwell  in  this  town,  [Birmingham,]  have 
only  to  look  to  the  multitudes  that  weekly  crowd  our  churches, 
and  to  mention  the  justly  venerated  names  of  their  ministers,  to 
be  convinced  that  the  Church  is  dispensing  benefits  which  will 
make  myriads  through  eternity  both  happy  and  grateful." 

From  the  same. — "  If  systems  are  to  be  tried  by  their  practi- 
cal effect,  as  regards  religion,  is  not  the  present  increase  of  piety 
in  the  Established  Church,  an  evidence  of  its  being  approved 
by  God,  and  adapted  to  promote  the  religion  of  the  country?  It 
is  undoubtedly  a  proof,  that  God  has  raised  up  a  great  num- 
her  of  holy  and  faithful  men  in  that  communion,  for  some  great 
purpose  of  mercy  towards  the  nation  which  they  are  blessing  with 
their  labors,  and  towards  the  Church,  which  they  may  he  the 
means  of  reforming,  by  their  intelligent  piety ,"  ^c.f 

This  same  writer  also  speaks  of  "  the  truly  delightful  increase 
of  spiritual  religion  in  the  Church  of  England ;"  and  also  of 
"  the  great  and  delightful  increase  of  truly  pious  and  devoted 
men,  that  are  now  laboring  in  the  Church  of  England."J 

The  Rev.  Henry  Cooke,  D.  D.,  a  Presbyterian  minister  of 
the  present  day,  and  Moderator  of  the  Synod  of  Ulster,  Ireland, 
says: 


*  Sermons  on  the  Necessity  of  Religion,  &c.  p.  42. 
+  Pastor's  Address,  pp.  16,  46. 
I  Pastor's  Address,  pp.  15,  49. 
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"  I  stand  here  as  a  Presbyterian,  clainiing  all  the  privileges  of 
one ;  and  yet  1  stand  here  as  the  friend  of  my  Protestant  breth- 
ren, and  a  friend  to  the  Protestant  Establishment.  Knowing  the 
clergy  of  the  Established  Church  as  I  do,  I  am  fully  persuaded 
there  are  not  amongst  the  Protestants  of  the  world  more  faithful, 
or  more  efficient  heralds  of  the  truth  of  God,  for  the  salvation  of 
man/'* 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Morgan,  a  representative  from  the  Synod  of 
Ulster,  Ireland,  in  a  speech  made  befDre  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland,  in  1840,  said  : 

"  The  Established  Church  in  Ireland  has  undergone  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  revivals  that  ever  occurred  in  any  Church.  .  .  . 
The  change  has  been,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  rapid  that  ever 
passed  upon  any  people.  I  have  heard  the  Rev.  Robert  Shaw 
of  Kilkenny  say  that  he  recollects  the  time,  in  the  year  1799, 
when  he  sought  in  vain  for  a  clergyman  of  the  Established 
Church  who  could  unite  with  him  in  prayer.  And  what  is  his 
testimony  now  ?  That  the  entire  district  of  country  in  which  he 
lives  is  filled  with  enlightened,  hearty,  and  devoted  men.  The 
whole  Established  Clergy  of  Ireland  amounts  to  about  1600.  .  .  . 
Of  these  men  I  publicly  profess  my  belief  that  there  is  not  a 
Church  in  Britain,  nor  perhaps  in  the  world,  that  could  furnish 
an  equal  number  of  ministers  whose  whole  deportment  is  more 
honorable  to  their  profession.  They  are  sound  in  faith,  evangel- 
ical in  spirit,  godly  in  their  lives,  and  faithful,  laborious,  and  suc- 
cessful in  their  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Hall,  a  well  known  Baptist  minister,  but 
a  few  years  since  deceased,  says  : 

"  In  justice  to  the  Established  Clergy  of  the  realm,  I  cannot 
but  remark  the  great  advance  in  piety  and  diligence,  which  they 
have  exhibited  during  the  last  half  century.  They  have  gone 
forth  in  numbers,  kindling  the  lamp  of  heavenly  truth,  where  be-^ 
fore  it  had  burned  with  a  dim  and  sickly  ray  ;  they  have  explored 
and  cultivated  many  a  neglected  spot  into  which  other  laborers 
could  not  (for  obvious  i^easons)  gain  admission,  with  equal  facili- 
ties of  influence ;  and  far  be  it  from  any  of  their  dissenting 
brethren  to  regard  their  success  with  any  other  than  a  godly 
jealousy,  a  holy  emulation."t 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes,  another  Baptist  minister  of  the  pres- 
ent day,  and  for  many  years  Secretary  of  the  British  and  For- 
eign Bible  Society,  says  : 

*  Speech  at  the  Downshire  Meeting,  1834.  t  Works,  VI.  258-9. 
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"*^  From  my  extensive  intercourse  with  Christians  of  all  de- 
nominations, I  have  come  to  the  full  conviction,  that  there  are  no 
body  of  persons  in  the  nation  among  whom  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  is  so  consistently  exhibited,  as  among  the  pious  members 
and  ministers  of  the  Established  Church.  The  piety  in  that  quar- 
ter is  of  a  better  cast,  more  deep,  more  solid,  more  simple,  more 
scriptural,  less  showy,  than  in  any  other."* 

William  Penny,  Esq.  a  Presbyterian  Advocate  of  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland,  said  in  1842 : 

"  Thus  much  an  attached  Presbyterian  may  sincerely  and 
readily  say  of  the  Church  of  England.  It  is  a  noble  and  venera- 
ble Hierarchy.  Its  foundations  are  laid  deep  in  the  old  feelings 
of  the  people.  Its  Clergy,  mingling  the  accomplishments  of  the 
aristocracy  with  the  condescension  of  Christian  pastors,  rivet  to- 
gether the  different  ranks  of  society,  as  with  crossing  bars  of 
iron.  Its  Bishops  have  exhibited,  many  of  them,  the  pomp  of 
the  Prelate  in  beautiful  union  with  the  spirit  of  Christ's  meekest 
martyr.  Its  massive  learning  is  the  bulwark  of  Christianity.  .  . 
.  .  From  its  pulpits,  no  longer  occupied  by  slumbering  watch- 
men, the  true  doctrines  of  the  cross  are  proclaimed  as  with  the 
sound  of  a  trumpet.  The  costliest  offerings  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  are  poured  in  generous  profusion  into  its  Treasury.  The 
zeal  of  the  missionary,  that  finest  token  of  Apostolic  origin,  has 
awoke  within  its  bosom,  and  Bishops  are  going  forth,  making  of 
the  crozier  a  pilgrim  staff,  in  order  to  proclaim  among  the  Gen- 
tiles the  good  tidings  of  salvation.  Well  might  the  members  of 
any  other  communion  excuse  the  generous  feeling  which  would 
awake  these  words  of  Holy  Writ,  concerning  her  whom  the  best 
of  her  sons  have  rejoiced  to  call  their  Mother  Church  of  Eng- 
land, *  Many  daughters  have  done  virtuously,  but  thou  excellest 
them  all.'  "f 

The  Rev.  Albert  Barnes,  a  Presbyterian  minister  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  author  of  the  late  article  in  the  New-Englander,  on 
the  "  Position  of  the  Evangelical  party  in  the  Episcopal  Church," 
employed  a  few  years  since — 1834,  and  has  repeated  at  various 
times  since,  the  following  language  : 

"  We  associate  it  [the  Episcopal  Church]  with  the  brightest 
and  happiest  days  of  religion,  and  liberty,  and  literature,  and  law. 
We  remember  that  it  was  under  the  Episcopacy,  that  the  Church 

*  Church  Intelligencer,  1843. 

t  Tract  for  the  Times,  adapted  to  the  position  of  both  the  churches  of  Rutland 
and  Scotland. 
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in  England  took  its  firm  stand  against  the  papacy  ;  and  that  this 
was  its  form  when  Zion  rose  to  light  and  splendor,  from  the  dark 
night  of  ages.  We  remember  the  name  of  Cranmer, — Cran- 
mer,  first,  in  many  respects,  among  the  reformers  ;  that  it  was 
by  his  steady  and  unerring  hand,  that,  under  God,  the  pure  Church 
of  the  Saviour  was  conducted  through  the  agitating  and  distress- 
ing times  of  Henry  VIII The  world  will  not  soon  forget 

the  names  of  Latimer,  and  Ridley,  and  Rogers,  and  Bradford; 
names  associated  in  the  feelings  of  Christians,  with  the  long  list 
of  ancient  confessors, '  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,'  and 
who  did  honour  to  entire  ages  of  mankind,  by  sealing  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Son  of  God,  on  the  rack,  or  amid  the  flames. 
Nor  can  we  forget,  that  we  owe  to  Episcopacy  that  which  fills 
our  minds  with  gratitude  and  praise,  when  we  look  for  examples 
of  consecrated  talent,  and  elegant  literature,  and  humble,  devoted 
piety.  While  men  honour  elevated  christian  feeling  ;  while  they 
revere  sound  learning ;  while  they  render  tribute  to  clear  and 
profound  reasoning,  they  will  not  forget  the  names  of  Barrow, 
and  Taylor,  of  Tilloston,  and  Hooker,  and  Butler  ;  and  when 
they  think  of  humble,  pure,  sweet,  heavenly  piety,  their  minds 
will  recur  instinctively  to  the  name  of  Leighton.  Such  names, 
with  a  host  of  others,  do  honour  to  the  world.  When  we  think 
of  them,  we  have  it  not  in  our  hearts  to  utter  one  word  against 
a  Church  which  has  thus  done  honour  to  our  race  and  to  our 
common  Christianity."* 

From  the  same  :  "Our  desire  is  that  she  may  become  through- 
out— as  we  rejoice  she  is  increasingly  becoming — the  warm,  de- 
voted friend  of  revivals  and  missionary  operations."! 

The  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.  D.,  a  Congregational  minister 
of  New  Haven,  who  now  pronounces  the  genuine  doctrines  of 
the  Prayer  Book,  according  to  his  own  estimate  of  them,  "  an- 
other Gospel,"J  said  in  1838,  and  endorsed  in  1839§  such  lan- 
guage as  the  following : 

"  The  actual  progress  of  piety,  and  of  the  true  spirit  of  chris- 
tian enterprize,  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  is  eminently  cheer- 
ing. For,  though  that  sect  is  comparatively  small  as  re- 
spects the  number  of  its  ministers  and  churches,  many  circum- 
stances   SEEM   TO   INDICATE  THAT    IT    MAY  BE  DESTINED  IN  THE 

PROVIDENCE  OF  GoD,  to  sustttin  an  important  part  in  the  work 
of  SAVING  our  land  and  of  saving  the  world.     All  who,  with 


*  Quar.  Chris.  Spec,  VI.  34,  35.  t  lb.  36 

X  New  Eng.  I.  545-556.  II.  113-142.  §  Church  Chron.  III.  340. 
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enlarged  minds  and  liberal  hearts,  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusa- 
lem, must  pray  for  the  prosperity  of  that  Church,  and  for  the  ef- 
iusion  upon  it  of  the  reviving  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  To 
the  prayer  of  their  liturgy  ;  '  Send  down  upon  our  Bishops  and 
other  clergy,  and  upon  the  congregations  committed  to  their 
charge,  the  healthful  spirit  of  thy  grace;' — what  heart  that  loves 
the  Lord  Jssus  Christ  will  not  respond  ;  Amen."* 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Durbin,  a  Methodist,  and  President  of  Dickin- 
son College,  Pennsylvania,  said  in  1842  : 

"  The  Church  of  England  I  regarded  before  I  left  home  as  the 
bulwark  of  Protestantism  in  Europe ;  I  still  so  regard  it,  and 
consider  it  the  best  possible  model  of  a  Church  and  State.  Its 
moral  and  literary  character,  as  it  respects  the  clergy,  is  high, 
vastly  higher  than  it  was  one  hundred,  or  even  fifty  years  ago. 
This  is  generally  attributed  to  the  action  of  dissenters  and  Meth- 
odists, who  have  also  increased  the  activity  of  the  Church  as  a 
measure  of  self-defence,  because  the  piety  and  activity  of  Dis- 
senters and  Methodists  w^ere  emptying  the  parish  Churches,  and 
of  course  bringing  the  parish  clergy  into  contempt  with  the  com- 
mon people.  They  have  recovered  greatly  from  this,  and  are 
recovering  still ;  and  of  course  there  is  at  least  a  relative  decline 
of  Dissent  and  Methodism.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Dissenters  and 
Methodists  have  declined  absolutely  in  numbers,  activity,  or  pie- 
ty ;  but  1  say  the  Church  has  gained  vastly  more  than  they  rela- 
tively, during  the  last  ten  years  ;  so  much  so,  that  as  a  candid 
man,  I  believe  she  would  nearly  neutralize  their  influence  in  the 
course  of  half  a  century,  if  she  continued  to  increase  in  activity 
and  piety  as  she  has  done  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years."-|- 

Such  is  the  evidence  we  offer  to  rebut  the  slanderous  imputa- 
tions, cast  by  the  reviewer,  and  his  apologist,  upon  the  Episco- 
pal Church  in  general,  and  the  Church  of  England  in  particular. 
It  is  the  testimony,  not  of  interested  witnesses,  not  of  its  professed 
friends,  not  even  of  its  own  members,  but  of  opposers  themselves, 
yea,  and  in  several  instances,  of  the  very  individuals  who  are 
now  traducing  her.  We  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  draw  their 
own  conclusions  as  to  its  pertinency  and  force.  We  leave  them 
to  guess,  also,  what  has  so  suddenly  arrested  the  tide  of  eulogy, 
and  opened  the  eyes  of  the  reviewer  and  his  friends  to  the  hor- 
rors of  Episcopacy.     The  New-Englander,  of  course  will  say, 

*Quar.  Chris.  Spec.  VIII.  617. 

tLctt.  dcated  Dec.  24,  1842,  in  Nat.  Intell.  March  16,  1843. 
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that  we  have  gone  down  in  the  scale  of  serious  religion,  but  we 
commend  the  following  passage  from  its  predecessor,  the  Quar- 
terly Christian  Spectator,  to  its  careful  consideration. 

"  We  had  hoped  better  things  of  that  church,  than  we  now  see 
to  exist ;  we  had  hoped,  that  with  the  advance  of  SERIOUS 
PIETY  AND  SOUND  DOCTRINE  in  that  communion,  there 
would  have  been  a  corresponding  advance  of  catholicity  of  sen- 
timent, and  in  the  reciprocation  of  the  friendly  advances  made  to 
them  by  other  churches.  But  the, contrary  has  been  the  tenden- 
cy !  I  The  controversy  on  this  subject,  within  their  own  borders, 
has  been  suspended.  .  .  .  The  result  has  been  as  we  expected. 
We  hear  but  ONE  sentiment  uttered  from  that  communion,  in 
answer  to  the  earnest  questionings  of  other  denominations ;  and 
that  voice  acknowledges  no  other  christian  society  to  be  a 
church."* 

In  speaking  of  the  achievements  of  the  English  Church,  the 
Rev.  J.  A.  James,  before  quoted,  says : 

"  Its  scriptural  doctrines  are  the  themes  with  which  Luther, 
and  Cranmer,  and  Calvin,  and  Knox  assailed  the  papacy,  and  ef- 
fected the  Reformation.  Its  divines  have  covered  its  altars  with 
works  more  precious  than  the  purest  gold  of  the  ancient  sanctu- 
ary of  Israel.  Its  literature  is  the  boast  and  glory  of  the  civiliz- 
ed world.  Its  armory  is  filled  w^ith  weapons  of  etherial  tem- 
per, which  its  hosts  have  wielded,  and  with  the  spoils  they 
have  won  in  the  conflict  with  infidelity,  popery,  and  heresy  ;  and 
its  martyrology  is  emblazoned  with  names  dear  and  sacred  to 
every  Protestant."  f 

The  same. — "  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  the  Clergy  of 
the  Church  of  England  are  either  erroneous  or  unholy  as  a  body. 
God  forbid  !  that  an  insinuation  so  wanting  in  candor  and  truth 
should  be  imputed  to  me."X 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Humphreys,  President  of  Amherst  College, 
Massachusetts,  another  Congregational  minister  of  the  present 
day,  and  who  spent  sometime  in  England,  says  : 

"  One  of  the  most  striking  proofs  that  this  [increase  of  religion] 
is  the  case,  is  derived  from  the  springing  up  and  prosperous 
condition  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  of  those 
other  great  Associations  which  have  been  formed,  for  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel  at  home  and  abroad.     To  England  belongs  the 

*X.  611.  t  Reply  to  Cawood. 
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honour  of  taking  the  lead,  in  the  high  a,nd  holy  enterprise  of 
modern  missions,  and  of  doing  much  more  than  all  the 
WORLD  BESIDES,  to  fulfil  the  prediction,  "  that  the  earth  shall 

be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord 

What  I  mean  to  say  is  this ;  that  pure  vital  reli- 
gion must  be  increasing  and  spreading  in  a  country,  which  is 
casting  more  money  into  the  Lord's  treasury,  printing  and 
translating  more  Bibles,  and  sending  out  more  Protestant  mis- 
sionaries, THAN  ALL  OTHER  NATIONS ;  and  is  putting  forth  so 
much  greater  efforts  for  the  salvation  of  the  world,  than  she 
ever  made  before In  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, former  generations  may  have  had  more  piety,  than  we  are 
apt,  in  making  our  comparisions,  to  give  them  credit  for ;  and 
the  present  may  have  less.  Such  societies,  however,  as  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  the  Church  Missionary  Soci- 
ety, the  London  Missionary  Society,  the  Wesleyan  Missionary 
Society,  and  many  other  kindred  benevolent  Institutions,  can  not 
spring  up  and  increase  their  funds  and  enlarge  their  operations 
from  year  to  year,  without  a  broad  Christian  basis  to  sustain 
them."  * 

A  Presbyterian  writer  in  the  American  Biblical  Repository 
for  July,  1840,  though  not  himself  satisfied  with  England,  as  it 
is,  goes  on  to  say : 

"  A  worthy  clergyman  of  one  of  the  New  England  States, 
in  a  proclamation  issued  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, called  upon  his  fellow-citizens  to  oflTer  prayer  for  Eng- 
land as  the  '  bulwark  of  our  holy  religion.'     ,  . 

If  any  nation  can  be  termed  the  bulwark  of  Protestant  Christi- 
anity, it  is  England.  This  has  been  the  case  for  centuries. 
When  our  common  faith  has  been  assaulted,  we  have  not  look- 
ed to  Plolland  or  Denmark,  but  to  England.  On  more  than  one 
occasion,  she  has  stood  in  what  seemed  to  be  the  last  breach, 
has  marched  firmly  up  in  the  forlorn  hope.  In  the  field  of  ar- 
gument, what  nation  can  furnish  so  many  Chillingworths,  Bar- 
rows, Cudworths,  Butlers  ?     So  it  is  now."  [1840.]  f 

Such  is  the  practical  working  of  the  system  of  the  Church  of 
England  weighed  down  as  she  is,  with  the  burden  of  the  State, 
her  opponents  being  judges.  And  who  will  not  say,  with  Mr. 
Penny,  "noble  and  venerable  Hierarchy."  Its  martyrs,  "of 
which  the  world  is  not  worthy," — "  its  vast  theological  litera- 
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ture," — "  its  increasing  piety," — its  ministers,  "  efficient  heralds 
of  the  truth  of  God,"  "  evangelical  in  spirit,  godly  in  their  lives, 
faithful  and  laborious  in  their  ministry,"  its  noble  escutcheon, 
"  emblazoned  with  names  dear  and  sacred  to  every  Protestant," 
— "  its  works,  more  precious  than  the  purest  gold  of  the  ancient 
sanctuary  of  Israel," — to  the  prayer  for  the  perpetuity  of  such  a 
Church,  "  what  heart  that  loves  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will 
not  respond ;  Amen"  We  commend  these  testimonials  to  the 
consideration  of  "  all  our  enemies,  persecutors,  and  slanderers." 

Another  topic  for  scandalizing  the  Church  of  England,  both 
with  the  reviewer  and  his  apologist,  is  the  value  of  Church  proper- 
ty  in  England  and  Wales.  The  income  of  all  the  Church  prop- 
erty of  England,  including  Archi-episcopal  and  Episcopal  Sees, 
Cathedral  and  Collegiate  revenues,  arising  from  tithes,  fees,  offer- 
ings, and  all  other  sources,  amounted  in  1837,  to  $15,705,000.  * 
And  yet  the  reviewer's  apologist  pretends  to  believe  it  is  now 
$40,000,000.  And  what  is  his  authority  for  this  ?  A  series  of 
anonymous,  vituperative  and  scandalous  pubHcations,  collected 
and  published  in  1832,  under  the  name  of  the  "Extraordinary 
Black  Book."t  And  a  most  "extraordinary"  book  it  is,  in  more 
respects  than  one.  This  is  confessed  by  Dr.  John  Pye  Smith. 
He  says,  in  reference  to  this  class  of  publications :  "  Mr.  Arch- 
deacon Hodson  protests  with  mildness  and  dignity  against  the 
wild  exaggerations  which  have  been  thrown  abroad  (chiefly,  I 
believe,  by  anonymous  writers)  upon  the  wealth  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  he  produces  striking  instances  of  the  presuming  igno- 
rance, or  malevolent  falsifications  of  certain  industriously  cir- 
culated statements."J 

*  Mcllvaine  Ch.  of  England,  N.  Y.  R.  II.  271. 

t  This  book  was  composed  of  a  number  of  anonymous  papers  called  "  Black 
Lists,"  which  the  British  Critic  for  April,  1832,  characterize  as  specimens  of 
"  incorrigible  mendacity."  p.  334.  The  same  number  of  that  periodical  asserts, 
that  it  has  been  "  demonstrated  from  official  docmnents  and  returns,  that  the 
annual  proceeds  of  the  endowments  [of  the  Churdh,]  do  not  greatly  exceed  two 
millions."  p.  334,  or  about  $10,000,000.  Dr.  Humphrey's  statement  quoted  on 
the  next  page,  agrees  with  this  precisely. 

t  Sermon  before  the  Association  of  Congregational  Churches  and  Pastors,  Feb. 
6, 1834.  App.  p.  38. 
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And  yet  the  reviewer  and  his  apologist,  bring  forward  these 
"  wild  exaggerations," — these  "  striking  instances  of  presuming 
ignorance,  or  malevolent  falsifications,"  which  the  dissenters  in 
England  have  themselves  abandoned,  and  pretend  to  regard  them 
as  trust-worthy. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  reviewer  and  his  apologist  are  igno- 
rant of  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  we  think  it  probable  that 
such  is  the  fact.  But  there  is  no  excuse  for  it.  One  of  their 
own  number,  the  Rev.  President  Humphreys  of  Amherst 
College  has  furnished  them  with  statistics  sufficient  to  lead  them 
to  suspect  the  accuracy  of  the  "  Extraordinary  Black  Book." 

He  says  :* — "  The  incumbents  of  these  parishes,  [in  England 
and  Wales,]  derive  their  income  mainly  from  tithes.  The  lands  of 
England  and  Wales  are  thus  designated  in  the  ecclesiastical  ta- 
bles :  tithe-ff^ee,  titheable,  tithe-free  in  part,  and  tithe-free  on  pay- 
ment of  a  modus,  which  is  a  very  small  commutation.  The  an- 
nual value  of  these  lands  is  thus  estimated : 

Tithe-free, 835,570,000 

Titheable, 90,978,800 

Titheable  in  part, 3,852,900 

Paying  a  modus, 2,244,700" 

We  think  it  would  puzzle  the  reviewer  and  his  apologist,  to 
show  how  the  tenth  part  of  ninety  seven  millions,  can  be  made 
to  amount  Xo  forty  millions !  Dr.  H.'s  statement,  therefore,  gives 
less  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  as  the  main  portion  of  the  in- 
come of  all  the  clergy  of  England  and  Wales.  Our  readers  can 
easily  ascertain  from  this,  whether  the  other  smaller  share  of 
their  income,  arising  from  fees  and  the  like,  will  make  the  sum 
total  $15,705,00,  which  is  our  estimate,  derived  from  official 
documents,  or  $40,000,000,  which  is  the  estimate  of  the  re- 
viewer's apologist,  based  on  ''  Extraordinary  Black  Lists."  The 
Dr.'s  statistics  also  furnish  another  important  fact,  which  our 
opponents  always  keep  out  of  sight,  to  wit,  that  about  one  third 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  kingdom  pays  no  tithe  whatever. 

Another  point,  concerning  w^hich  the  reviewer  and  his  apolo- 
gist seem  to  be  uninformed,  is  the  mode  of  presentation  to  Bene- 

»  Lett.  N.  Y.  Obs.  1837. 
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fices,  the  rights  of  Patrons,  and  the  rights  of  those  nominated 
to  Benefices.  No  person  can  be  presented  to  a  Benefice  who  is 
not  in  Holy  Orders,  and  no  one  can  be  ordained  without  testimo- 
nials to  his  life  and  conversation.  Nor  can  a  person  enter  upon 
a  Benefice,  after  he  has  been  ordained  and  presented  to  it,  with- 
out permission  of  the  Bishop.  Nor  can  he  receive  the  income 
of  the  Benefice,  any  longer  than  he  has  the  Bishop's  license 
to  preach,  which  he  is  bound  to  withdraw  for  any  disorderly, 
vicious,  or  schismatical  conduct.*  To  represent,  therefore,  as  the 
reviewer  does,  that  a  Patron  can  place  whom  he  pleases  in  a 
Benefice,  is  what  his  apologist  would  call  "  gross  and  abusive 
misrepresentation."  As  to  the  persons  holding  the  right  of  pre- 
sentation, the  reviewer  and  his  apologist  vary  most  widely,  and 
neither  approaches  the  truth.  V/e  give  in  the  following  table 
their  estimates,  and  the  real  Gtate  of  the  case,  as  a  specimen  of 
their  knowledge  and  agreement. 

The  People,  or  Trustees  acting  for  them. 

The  Crown  and  Prince  of  Wales, 

Lord  Chancellor, 

Archbishops  and  Bishops, 

Deans  and  Chapters, 

The  Universities, 

Clergymen,  as  owners,  Rectors,  &c., 

Private  individuals, 

Further  time  spent  in  exposing  the  falsehoods  and  misrepre- 
sentations of  such  writers,  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation, 
especially  since  "  their  witness  agrees  not  together."  Indeed, 
we  are  not  disposed  to  pursue  the  inquiry  any  further  than  is 
necessary  in  self  defense,  or  to  repel  the  false  and  scandalous 
(we  hope  they  are  not  mahcious)  libels  upon  the  church. 

There  is  one  other  point,  immediately  connected  with  our 
inquiry,  deserving  a  moment's  attention  ;  we  refer  to  the  view 
taken  by  our  opponents  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Prayer  Book, 
and  which  they  now  denominate  "  the  devil's  edition  of  Chris- 

*  Wood'3  Institutes,  B.  c.  2.    Can.  Church  of  Ensland. 
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Truth. 

64 

0 

292 

1,000 

0 

132 

0 

1,048 

769 

4,000 

1,S00 

1,159 

0 

982 

776 

1,000 

567 

676 

0 

0 

1,578 

5,000 

6,619 

5,0S3 
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tianity,"  as  contrasted  with  that  of  their  fathers.  We  begin  our 
evidence  with  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  Puritan  emi- 
grants, in  which  the  governor,  council,  and  principal  persons 
of  the  Massachusetts  colony  say : — 

"  Wee  desire  you  would  be  pleased  to  take  notice  of  the 
principals,  and  body  of  our  company,  as  those  who  esteeme  it 
our  honour  to  call  the  Church  of  England,  from  whence  wee 
rise,  our  deare  mother,  and  cannot  part  from  our  native  countrie, 
where  she  specially  resideth,  without  much  sadness  of  heart, 
and  many  tears  in  our  eyes  ;  ever  acknowledging  that  such  hope 
and  part  as  we  have  obtained  in  the  common  salvation,  wee 
have  received  in  her  bosome,  and  suckte  it  from  her  breasts : 
wee  leave  it  not  therefore,  as  loathing  that  milk  wherewith  wee 
were  nourished  there,  but,  blessing  God  for  the  parentage  and 
education,  as  members  of  the  same  body,  shall  always  rejoyce  in 
her  good,  and  unfainedly  grieve  for  any  sorrow  that  shall  ever 
betide  her,  and  while  we  have  breath,  syncereely  desire  and 
indeavor  the  continuance  and  abundance  of  her  welfare,  with 
the  inlargement  of  her  bounds  in  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ."* 

The  late  Robert  Hall,  the  Baptist,  speaking  of  the  Liturgy, 
said : 

"  The  evangelical  purity  of  its  sentiments,  the  chastened  fer- 
vor of  its  devotions,  and  the  majestic  simplicity  of  its  language, 
have  combined  to  place  it  in  the  very  first  rank  of  uninspired 
compositions."! 

William  Penny,  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  speaking  of  the 
Church  of  England,  says : 

"  Its  exquisite  Liturgy,  second  in  divine  composition  only  to 
Scripture  itself,  ready  at  all  times  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
fainting  soul,  and  fitted,  in  its  comprehensive  devotions,  aptly  to 
■embody  every  diflferent  individual  aspiration,  binds  in  one  chain 
of  prayer  the  hearts  of  its  members,  and  the  hearts  of  genera- 
tion after  generation."J 

Adam  Clark,  the  Methodist,  said : — "  I  am  highly  deceived 
indeed,  if  I  be  not,  without  any  abatement,  a  thorough  member  of 
the  Church  of  England.  Its  doctrines  and  its  sacraments,  which 
constitute  the  essence  of  a  Church,  I  hold  conscientiously  as  it 
holds  them.  I  reverence  the  Liturgy  next  to  the  Bible  ;  I  pro- 
claim its  doctrines,  and  administer  its  sacraments,  not  only  in 

*  Hutch.  Mass.  I.    App.  No.  I. 

t  Speech  before  Leicester  Bible  Society,  1812. 
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the  same  spirit  in  which  it  holds  and  administers  them,  but  also 
in  the  same  ivords  or  form"* 

From  the  same  : — "  I  was  never  converted  to  it,  [the  Church 
of  England,]  I  never  had  any  thing  to  unlearn  when,  with  a  heart 
open  to  conviction,  I  read  in  parallel,  the  New  Testament  and 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church.  I  therefore  find  that  after  all  ]  have 
read,  studied  and  learnt,  I  am  not  got  beyond  my  infant  prayer : 
'  I  heartily  thank  my  heavenly  Father,  that  he  has  called  me 
into  this  state  of  salvation ;  and  pray  unto  him  that  he  may  give 
me  grace  to  continue  in  the  same  to  the  end  of  my  life.'  "f 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Morrison,  the  Baptist  missionary  to  China, 
having  translated  the  Liturgy  of  the  English  Church  into  Chi- 
nese, gave  as  a  reason : 

"  The  richness  of  devotional  phraseology,  the  elevated  views 
of  the  Deity,  and  the  explicit  and  full  recognition  of  the  work 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  were  so  many  excellencies,  that  a 
%^rsion  of  them  into  Chinese,  as  they  were,  appeared  to  me 
better  than  to  new  model  them."J 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hawes  of  Hartford,  in  a  work  written  against 
Episcopacy,  says : 

"  That  the  Liturgy  and  doctrinal  articles  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  are  substantially  correct  in  sentiment,  is  readily  admit- 
ted. Nor  are  we  disposed  to  deny  that,  in  some  respects,  they 
exert  a  favourable  influence  in  guarding  the  faith  and  purity  of 
the  churches."§ 

The  Quarterly  Christian  Spectator,  the  predecessor  of  the 
New-Englander,  and  conducted  by  many  of  the  same  individ- 
uals, said  of  one  whose  life  the  writer  was  reviewing : 

"  To  its  constitution  [that  of  the  Episcopal  Church]  and  its 
modes  of  worship,  his  judgment  set  its  seal.  Its  petitions  and 
thanksgivings,  which  grow  deeper  in  devotion  by  oft-repeating  ; 
its  impressive  Litany ;  its  solemn  anthems,  which  elevate  the 
soul  to  heaven ;  all  its  devout  and  orderly  modes  of  humble  ap- 
proach to  the  King  of  Kings,  gave  impulse,  in  his  bosom,  to 
a  chord  that  sent  forth  tones  in  unison."|l 

"  It  was  my  father's  constant  practice,"  says  the  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  R.  Watson,  the  eminent  Wesleyan,  "  when  he  and 

*  Lett,  of  A.  C.  dated  1825,  in  Lond.  Christ.  Guardian,  Dec.  1832. 

t  Lett,  to  Bp.  London.  t  Life  Bp.  Hobart,  383,  4. 

§  Tribute  to  Pilgrims,  82,  2d  ed.  |j  Q.  C.  S.,  IV,  575. 
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my  mother  were  prevented  by  sickness  from  attending  the  pub- 
lic ordinances  on  the  Sabbath,  to  read  with  her  the  Church  ser- 
vice, of  which  he  always  expressed  himself  in  the  strongest 
terms  of  admiration." 

" Read  the  Te  Deum"  said  the  same  man  juat  before  his  de- 
parture, "  it  seems  to  unite  one  in  spirit  with  the  wholo  Catholic 
Church  in  earth  and  in  heaven."* 

And  he  said  himself:  "  Such  a  Liturgy  makes  the  service  of 
God's  house  appear  more  like  our  true  business  on  the  Lord's 
day ;  and  besides  the  aid  it  affords  to  the  most  devout  and  spir- 
itual, a  great  body  of  evangelical  truth  is,  by  constant  use,  laid 
up  in  the  minds  of  children  and  ignorant  people,  who,  when  at 
length  they  begin  to  pray  under  a  religious  concern,  are  already 
furnished  with  suitable,  sanctifying,  solemn,  and  impressive  pe- 
titions."! 

"  There  is  a  great  want  of  Prayer  Books  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Levant,"  says  the  agent  of  the  Prayer  Book  and 
Homily  Society  of  the  Church  of  England ;  "  they  are  sought 
after  in  quarters  where  one  would  least  suspect  it.  I  have  been 
applied  to  by  the  American  Congregational  Missionaries  for 
more  than  I  could  supply."^ 

These  are  a  few  samples,  out  of  multitudes  of  testimonies 
to  the  spirituality  and  excellency  of  the  Liturgy,  which  New- 
Englandism  now  denounces  as  "  a  dead  form,'^  and  the  doctrine 
it  teaches,  "  the  devil's  edition  of  the  Gospel."  We  marvel  at 
the  boldness,  not  to  say  wickedness,  of  the  men  who  can  apply 
such  language  to  doctrines  that  have  been  the  solace  of  Bull, 
and  Beveridge,  and  Bramhall,  and  Bareow,  and  Comber, 
and  Field,  and  Horne,  and  Hooker,  and  Hammond,  and  He- 
BER,  and  Jebb,  and  Kenn,  and  Leslie,  and  Nelson,  and  Pear- 
son, and  Wall,  and  Wilson,  and  others,  and  who  thus,  in  con- 
demning us,  condemn  the  good  and  the  pious  of  all  ages,  even 
including  their  own  fathers. 

*  Rev.  S.  Fuller,  D.  D.,  on  Char.  Excel,  of  Lit.  20. 

t  Quoted  in  Epis.  Watch.  I.,  68,  69. 

t  Char.  Excel,  of  Lit.  20.  The  Prayer  Book  of  the  Church  of  England  has 
been  tianslated,  and  is  used  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  the  following  languages: 
Hebrew,  Arabic,  Persian,  Modern  Ethiopian,  Modern  Armenian,  Modern  Greek, 
Russian,  Polish,  German,  Dutch,  Italian,  French,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Welsh, 
Hindostancc,  Tamul,  Tcloogoo,  Indo-PortuguestJ,  Chinese,  New  Zealand,  and 
some  of  the  Indian  languages. 
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II.  We  proceed  to  consider  the  state  of  religion  in  Germany, 
And  here,  in  order  to  avoid  all  possible  ground  of  cavil,  we 
shall  reverse  our  mode  of  examination,  and  instead  of  quoting 
the  testimony  of  enemies,  vjq  shall  quote  the  admissions  of 
friends.  Nor  shall  we  go  back,  as  our  opponents  do,  more  than 
half  a  century,  to  prove  the  present  state  of  things  in  Germany. 
The  earliest  authority  we  shall  quote,  bears  date,  1831,  being  an 
account  of  Theological  Education  in  Germany,  by  Professor 
Robinson,  published  in  the  first  voluuie  of  the  Biblical  Reposi- 
tory. We  shall  arrange  the  quotations  under  various  heads,  in 
order  to  facilitate  comparison  with  vv^hat  has  preceded. 

1.  Of  preparatory  exercises  of  theological  Students. — "  There 
is  this  obvious  and  striking  deficiency  running  through  the  whole 
system  of  the  German  Universities  and  churches,  that  the  stu- 
dents are  never  questioned  in  regard  to  their  motives  in  thus 
devoting  themselves  to  the  sacred  office,  nor  in  any  shape  ex- 
amined as  to  their  personal  piety,  nor  in  respect  to  their  belief 
in  a  revelation,  or  even  in  the  existence  of  a  God.  It  is  enough 
that  they  have  been  baptized  and  confirmed,  and  that  they  are 
free  from  the  imputation  of  crime  or  open  immorality.  That 
they  drink  to  excess,  or  gamble,  or  fight  duels,  or  renown  in 
every  shape,  is  never  brought  up  against  them,  unless  such 
things  have  become  the  subject  of  open  and  scandalous  no- 
toriety."* 

2.  Of  theological  Students. — "  Theological  students,  while  at 
the  Universities,  are  very  much  like  other  students.  Having 
adopted  (at  least  the  majority  of  them)  the  study  of  this  profes- 
sion, without  any  reference  to  the  high  and  holy  motives  which 
ought  to  govern  all  who  assume  it,  and  regarding  it  in  no  more 
sacred  point  of  view  than  if  they  were  pursuing  the  study  of 
law,  or  medicine,  or  philology,  what  reason  have  they  to  put 
on  an  appearance  of  seriousness  to  which  their  hearts  are  stran- 
gers ?  or  abstain  from  practices  which  they  have  never  felt,  and 
do  not  now  feel,  to  be  incompatible  with  their  future  standing, 
any  more  than  they  are  incompatible  with  the  standing  of  a 
lawyer  or  physician  ?  The  consequence  is,  that  all  the  vices 
for  which  German  students  have  been  famous,  are  no  less  com- 
mon among  the  theologians  than  among  others  ;  and  they  are  as 
likely  as  any  to  be  found  engaged  in  gambling,  drunkenness,  broils, 

duels,  and  every  species  of  renowning Among  the  nine 

hundred  students  of  theology  at  Halle,  not  more  than  from  one 

»  Rob.  211. 
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hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  can  be  reckoned  as  possessing 
seriousness  of  character,  in  any  degree,  or  as  having  chosen  this 
profession  from  any  other  than  the  most  worldly  motives  ;  and 
of  this  comparatively  small  number,  not  more  than  one  half  can 
be  regarded  as  possessing  personal  religion,  or  as  actuated  in 
choosing  their  course  by  motives  of  religious  duty.  And  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say,  that  the  proportion  of  truly  pious  stu- 
dents among  the  theologians,  small  as  it  is  here  represented,  is 
much  greater  at  any  other  University  ;  unless  perhaps,  from  pe- 
culiar circumstances  at  Berlin."* 

3.  Of  examination  of  Candidates  for  the  Ministry. — This 
takes  place  "  before  the  Consistory,  or  before  a  Commission  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  in  the  Universities."f  "  In  these  exam- 
inations ....  there  is  one  omission  which  strikes  our  feelings 
with  surprise  and  grief.  ....  To  those  thus  entering  [the 
ministry]  the  question  is  never  put,  whether  they  have  any  re- 
gard for  this  kingdom  of  God  ;  whether  they  have  ever  possessed 
the  pure  and  holy  flame  of  religious  feeling ;  whether  they  are 
in  any  degree  prompted  to  undertake  this  holy  calling  from  love 
to  God  or  Christ,  or  to  the  souls  of  their  fellow  men !  .  .  .  . 
Not  one  question  is  ever  asked  as  to  their  belief  in  a  revelation, 
nor  as  to  their  personal  motives  in  thus  undertaking  to  be  the 
ambassadors  of  God  to  man.  When  the  shepherds  are  thus 
chosen  without  any  reference  to  their  fidelity,  are  we  to  wonder 
that  the  flock  should  go  astray  and  become  widely  scattered  ?"J 

4.  Of  the  preaching  of  the  German  clergy. — "  The  character 
of  German  preaching  is  such  as  would  naturally  arise  out  of  the 
circumstances  and  character  of  the  clergy.  Among  the  great 
body  it  is  of  course  merely  moral  preaching,  in  which  the  Gos- 
pel occupies  a  very  inferior  part.  But  even  among  the  evan- 
gelical clergy,  the  preaching  is  rather  of  the  general,  hortatory, 
declamatory  kind ;  not  direct  and  pointed,  nor  calculated  to 
arouse  sinners,  and  make  them  feel  their  dangers  and  wants,  and 
the  necessity  of  flying  to  a  Saviour's  cross."§ 

5.  Pastoral  Visiting. — "  That  species  of  intercourse  with  his 
flock,  which  an  American  clergyman  justly  deems  so  essential, 
....  the  visiting  from  house  to  house,  and  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance wath  families  and  individuals,  is  in  Germany  almost  un- 
known. The  pastor  feels  that  he  has  done  his  duty,  (and  public 
opinion  and  universal  practice  sanction  the  belief,)  when  he  has 
gone  through  with  the  public  services  of  Sunday,  and  the  cate- 
chising of  the  children,  and  has  attended  the  funerals,  baptisms, 
and  weddings  that  occur."|| 

*  Rob.  425,  426.  t  Rob.  415.  \  Rob.  416,  417.  §  Rob.  437. 

II  Rob.  436.  But  even  these  are  not  all  attended  to.  It  appears  from  the  Re- 
port of  the  Pastoral  Society  of  Berlin,  for  1843,  that  no  clergyman  attended  a 
arge  majority  of  the  funerals  in  that  city  the  preceding  year. 
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6.  Of  family  ivorship  and  the  observance  of  Sunday. — "  The 
extent  to  which  family  worship  had  been  laid  aside  in  Ger- 
many, until  a  very  recent  period,  will  hardly  be  believed  in  this 

country As  a  general  fact,  then,  throughout  the  whole 

of  Germany,  or  at  least  the  whole  northern  division  of  it,  family 
worship  is  entirely  obsolete  and  unknown,  except  among  the 
evangelical  Christians,  or  mystics  as  they  are  called  ;  and  even 
among  them  it  is  only  within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  that 
the  custom  of  morning  and  evening  prayers  has  again  been 
introduced.  An  instructor  in  one  of  the  leading  Universities, 
himself  a  pious  man,  and  son  of  a  pastor  near  one  of  the  princi- 
pal cities,  had  never  witnessed  nor  heard  of  family  prayers  (ex- 
cept as  an  historical  fact)  until  he  visited  England,  after  he  had 
completed  his  University  education."* 

"  The  result  is  precisely  what  might  have  been  apprehended. 
Preachers  of  this  [the  Rationalistic]  class  have  first  poisoned  the 
minds  of  their  hearers  ;  and  the  latter,  following  out  the  spirit  of 
the  precepts,  and  (often)  the  example  of  their  teachers,  have  left 
them  to  preach  to  empty  walls.  To  an  American  it  is  a  stri- 
king and  painful  sight  to  enter  the  house  of  God,  and  find  it  al- 
most entirely  destitute  of  worshippers.  The  preacher  is  there  ; 
the  services  are  there ;  the  voice  of  song  arises  from  the  quire 
and  organ ;  but  a  worshipping  assembly  can  hardly  be  said  to 
be  there.  Go  where  you  will,  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and 
you  find  the  same  neglect  of  public  worship."! 

7.  Constitution  of  the  Churches. — "  In  each  province  there  is 
a  Consistory  which  has  charge  of  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  the 

province To  the  Consistories  belong   exclusively  the 

examination  of  candidates  for  the  ministerial  office It 

has  also  in  many,  if  not  most  instances,  the  disposal  of  vacant 

livings  in  its  jurisdiction Between  the  Consistories  and 

governments  and  the  pastors  of  the  churches,  there  is  still  an- 
other intervening  class  or  office,  viz.  that  of  Superintendant.  To 
the  office  of  pastor  in  a  particular  church,  is  associated  the  duty 
of  superintending  the  neighbouring  pastors  and  churches  and 
schools  within  a  particular  district.  They  are  ...  the  organs 
of  communication  between  the  government  and  lower  clergy."J 
"  The  king's  ministry  [in  Prussia]  retains  the  charge  of  all  the 
Universities  in  its  own  hands  ;  it  appoints  all  the  professors  and 
instructors,  and  prescribes  the  requisitions  which  shall  be  made 
of  all  those  who  will  enter  upon  the  sacred  office,  or  become 
theological  students.     It  appoints  also,  all  the  Consistories."§ 

8.  Settlement  of  Ministers. — "  iVfter  the  second  examination 
the  candidate  becomes  capable  of  being  chosen  to  the  pastoral 

*  Rob.  445.  t  Kob.  442.  T  Rob.  202,  203.  ^  Rob.  204. 
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office The  choice  itself,  however,  is  usually  very  dif- 
ferent from  any  thing  that  exists  among  us.  In  some  few  in- 
stances, indeed,  particularly  in  Westphalia,  the  churches  them- 
selves have  the  right  of  choosing  their  own  pastor,  .  .  .  but  their 
candidate  must  be  approved  and  accepted  by  the  government 
acting  through  the  Consistory.  In  other  instances  the  pastor  is 
appointed  by  the  owner  or  lord  of  the  village,  .  .  .  and  this  ap- 
pointment must  also  be  sanctioned  in  like  manner  by  the  Consis- 
tory, while  the  people  of  the  parish  have  no  voice  whatever  in 
the  matter.  But  the  fact  in  a  great  majority  of  instances,  is, 
that  the  gift  of  the  livings  depends  immediately  on  the  govern- 
ment itself  and  is  bestowed  just  like  any  office  of  state."* 

9.  Removals  of  Ministers. — "  The  translation  of  a  pastor 
from  one  church  or  station  to  a  more  important  sphere,  is  by 

no  means  uncommon The  tenor  by  which  a  minister 

holds  his  station  there,  is  so  entirely  different  from  what  it  is  in 
our  own  country,  that  dismissions,  unless  from  the  choice  or 
motion  of  the  minister,  are  entirely  unknown.  If  a  pastor  is 
once  settled,  it  is  for  life  ;  so  long  as  the  government  do  not  de- 
pose him,  (and  this  they  never  do,  except  for  public  scandal  or 
crime,)  there  is  no  other  power  can  remove  him."t 

Such  is  the  account  of  Germany  and  the  state  of  its  religion, 
as  described  by  one  who  had  long  resided  there,  and  who  is  a 
decided  friend  of  the  Germans.  And  what  is  the  result  ?  A 
ministry,  dependent  entirely  upon  the  State, — preachers,  the 
greater  share  of  them  without  godliness,  in  any  degree — pastors 
who  know  not  their  flock, — theologians,  above  and  beyond  the 
controul  of  the  people,  and  who  are  just  as  likely  to  be  engaged 
in  "  gambling,  duels,  broils,  drunkenness,"  and  the  like,  as  the 
members  of  any  other  profession, — theological  schools,  where 
infidelity  of  the  rankest  kind  is  openly  taught,  and  a  people 
who  have  no  care  for  the  sanctuary,  and  little  regard  for  the 
Sabbath. 

The  Rev.  John  Hoppus,  an  English  dissenter,  and  Professor 
in  the  University  of  London,  speaks  thus  of  Germany  in  1835, 
or  five  years  after  the  date  of  Prof.  Robinson's  testimony. 
Speaking  of  Germany  he  says : 

"  The  Gospel  must,  in  this  country  long  maintain  an  apologetic 
and  polemic  attitude What  Deism  was  in  England, 

*  Rob.  418.  t  Rob.  419. 
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such  in  Germany  has  been  Rationalism While  it  holds 

its  sway  in  several  of  the  countries  of  the  Confederation,  there 
are  many  parts  in  which  evangelical  truth  has  either  sprung  up 
in  a  previously  barren  soil,  or  has  found  additional  labourers  to 
promote  its  growth  and  vigor."* 

"  In  the  city  of  Frankfort,  [population  63,200,]  though  the 
Lutheran  clergy  are  not  evangelical,  three  others  are.  ...  At 
Maintz,  [pop.  31,180,  garrison  8000,]  the  chaplain  to  the  garri- 
son of  the  confederation  is  a  decided  advocate  of  the  truth. 

In  the  duchies  of   Mecklenburg-Schwerin  [pop. 

455,089,  churches  395,]  and  Strelhz,  [pop.  85,257,]  few  of  the 

clergy  preach  the  evangelical  doctrines In  our  sister 

kingdom  of  Hanover,  [pop.  1,688,305,]  there  are  symptoms  of 
a  moral  resuscitation ;  but  in  Brunswick,  [pop.  248,000,]   the 

prospect  is  less  hopeful In  Saxe- Weimar,  [pop. 

241,046,  parishes  204,]  ....  there  is  almost  a  total  dearth  of 
the  Gospel  of  salvation,  while  Rationalism  openly  diffuses  its 
moral  poison.  In  no  countries  of  the  Confederation,  does  the 
philosophical  apostacy  so  triumphantly  reign,  as  in  Brunswick 
and  Weimar.  In  the  city  of  Weimar,  resides  the  celebrated 
Roehr,  [General-Superintendent  of  the  province,]  as  court 
preacher,  one  of  the  high  priests  of  reason,  and  a  zealous  advo- 
cate for  the  idol  to  which  he  ministers."-]" 

This  man,  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  in- 
telligent Rationalists.J  says,  that  in  his  opinion,  the  Bible  is  noth- 
ing more  than  any  human  book,  and  that  he  holds  its  declara- 
tions valid  only  when  they  are  in  accordance  with  his  convic- 
tions, and  that  even  these  declarations  do  not  constitute  the 
ground  of  determination,  for  they  are  dependent  on  their  own 
rational  proofs, — merely  serving  as  illustrations, — showing  that 
others  also,  wise  men  of  antiquity,  have  thought  and  believed 
thus  and  so.§ 

"  In  the  kingdom  of  Saxony the  pulpits  are  for  the 

most  part  destitute,  the  Protestant  clergy  being,  in  general,  either 

Neologists,  or  mere  ethical  preachers The  cause 

of  evangelical  religion  has  been  in  a  considerable  degree  impe- 
ded   in  consequence  of  the  want  of  works 

untainted  with  error.  The  spirit  of  anti-Christian  speculation 
has  so  long  reigned  over  sacred  literature  in  Germany,  that  some 

*  Hop.  105, 106.  t  Hop.  106, 107. 

t  Rob.  117. 

§Hahii  on  Interp.  in  Bib.  Rep.  1. 122.  Moehl.  Sjmb.  330. 


of  the  cheapest  and  most  popular  books, — those  which   .... 
are  most  commonly  to  be  found  in  the  hands  of  students  of  di- 
vinity, are  more  or  less  tinged  with  Rationalism.      Some  .  .  . 
are  of  the  most  pernicious  character  containing  nothing  less 
than  downright  infidelity."* 

A  few  years  since,  Bissett  Hawkins,  M.  D.  published  a  book 
on  Germany.  This  work  was  revised  and  re-edited  by  a  Ger- 
man at  Frankfort,  in  Germany,  in  1839.     The  German  edition, 

says : 

"  I  can  not  avoid  inferring,  that  the  new  mode  of  interpreting 
the  Scriptures  which  has  sprung  up  in  Germany,  is  the  darkest 
cloud  that  lowers  upon  the  horizon  of  that  country.  With  an 
innate  disposition  to  humility  and  reverence,  the  Germans  have 
been  conducted  by  some  of  their  spiritual  teachers  to  the 
borders  of  a  precipice,  one  leap  from  which  will  plunge  them 
into  Deism.  And  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  tone  of  many 
popular  writings,  from  the  feelings  entertained  by  many  towards 
the  clergy,  and  from  the  spirit  in  which  religious  matters  are 

often  handled  in  society,  we  must  anticipate, that  the 

heaviest  calamity  impending  over  society  in  our  time,  is  the 
lengthened  stride  of  bold  skepticism  in  some  parts,  and  the  more 
stealthy  onwards-creeping  step  of  critical  cavil  in  others."  f 

James  Burton  Robertson,  an  English  Romanist,  resident  at 
Wurtzberg,  in  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  writing  in  1842  of  "  the 
German  Protestant  Churches,"  said : 

"  There  we  see  men  holding  important  offices  in  the  church, 
— pastors  of  congregations,  superintendents  of  Consistories,  pro- 
fessors of  theology, — not  only  reject  the  authority  of  the  sym- 
bolical books,  and  disown  almost  all  those  catholic  dogmas  which 
the  Lutherans  and  Calvinists  had  hitherto  retained,  but  openly 
assail  the  divine  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  deny  the  integrity 
and  authenticity  of  large  portions  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment, allegorize  the  prophecies,  and  disbelieve,  and  sometimes 
even  ridicule,  the  miracles  recorded  in  the  Bible.  These  opin- 
ions, professed  more  or  less  openly,  carried  out  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  were  once  held  by  an  immense  majority  of  Pro- 
testant theologians,  and  even  in  despite  of  a  partial  reaction, 
are  still  held  by  the  greater  part.  Yet  they  nevertheless  retain 
their  functions  and  dignities  in  the  Protestant  church  ;  they  are 
thus  enabled  to  propagate  their  doctrines  with  impunity ;  .  .  . 

*  Hop.  107,  108.  t  Hawk.  277,  278. 
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and  when  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  deprive  them  of  their 
offices,  it  has  been  invariably  unsuccessful."* 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  in  Germany,  in  1831, 1835,  1839, 
and  1842.     And  this  is  the  state  of  religion  which  the  reviewer 

and  his  apologist  profess  to  think  is  better  than  that  of  England. 
This  is  the  system,  the  practical  working  of  which,  they  pre- 
tend to  believe  is  better  than  that  of  England.  Now  in  what 
does  this  superiority  consist  ?  Is  the  English  Church  in  a  great 
measure  subject  to  the  State  1  The  German  is  more  so.  Does 
the  government  of  England  possess  the  right  of  presentation 
to  many  vacant  Benefices?  The  governm.ents  of  Germany, 
more  so.  Are  the  English  clergy  admitted  to  Holy  Orders  with 
too  little  inquiry  into  their  motives  and  character  ?  It  is  worse 
in  Germany.  Are  the  English  clergy  made  independent  of  the 
people  ?  In  Germany  they  are  equally  so.  Are  there  immoral 
men  among  the  English  clergy  ?  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
German.  Are  there  some  of  the  clergy  of  England  who  are  sus- 
pected of  being  heretics  and  infidels  ?  There  are  a  thousand  times 
as  many  in  Germany  who  are  avowedly  so.  Are  there  Bishops 
in  the  English  Church  ?  There  are  Superintendents  in  the  Ger- 
man, who  want  nothing  but  Episcopal  consecration  to  make 
them  so.  Indeed,  we  know  of  no  objection  made  by  the  re- 
viewer and  his  apologist  to  the  Church  of  England,  which 
does  not  equally  lie  against  the  German  Churches,  save  these 
two, — the  Consecration  of  their  Bishops,  and  the  larger  salaries 
of  their  clergy.  On  the  other  hand,  the  heresy  and  apostacy 
of  the  Germans,  is  known  to  be  ten  thousand  fold  greater  than 
any  one  ever  suspected  of  the  Church  of  England.  Which  of 
the  two  systems  works  the  best,  our  readers  can  now  judge, 
and  they  can  also  see,  whether  preferring  the  state  of  things  in 
Germany  to  those  of  England,  is,  or  is  not,  manifesting  a  sym- 
pathy with  its  errors. 

We  have  thus  gone  over  with  the  main  part  of  our  inquiry, 
and  might  here  leave  it.  But  we  prefer  to  consider  some  other 
particulars  that  could  not  be  noticed  under  any  general  head. 

*  Hist.  Sk.  Prot.  and  Cath.  in  Germany,  29. 
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(1.)  The  reviewer  says :  "  Rowland  Hill  declares  it  to  be  a 
fact  personally  known  to  himself,  that  many  of  those  who  are 
preparing  at  the  Universities  for  holy  orders,  do  not  keep  a 
Bible."*  One  would  suppose  from  this  passage,  that  Rowland 
Hill  was  now  alive,  and  that  his  remark  applied  to  the  present 
time.  And  yet  he  died  eleven  years  ago,  in  the  89th  year  of 
his  age.  Now  Rowland  Hill  was  in  his  prime  from  forty  to 
sixty  years  ago,  and  his  remark,  if  he  ever  made  any  such  re- 
mark, must  have  applied  to  times  at  least  half  a  century  since, 
and  more  probably  to  the  period  when  he  himself  was  preparing 
for  Orders  eighty  years  ago.  But  to  whatever  time  it  applied, 
the  following  might  be  given  as  an  offset.  In  1834,  it  was 
mentioned  by  Tholuck,  as  a  fact  worthy  of  attention,  that 
at  that  time  most  theological  students  were  accustomed  to 
have  in  their  possession,  and  to  read  for  their  edification  the 
Scriptures  in  German,  which,  formerly,  he  said,  was  a  very 
unusual  thing.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  when  it  was  an 
unusual  thing  for  students  for  the  ministry,  "  to  read  the  Bible 
for  their  edification,''  that  when  they  had  entered  the  ministry, 
they  should  preach  "  politics  and  agriculture,  instead  of  religion,'^ 
as  Dr.  Bretschneider  says  they  did  in  1822  ?f 

(2.)  The  reviewer's  apologist  quotes  and  adopts  a  piece  of 
political  slang,  in  which  it  is  said  that  "  SabeUianism  is  taught  in 
Dublin,  and  Nestorianism  propounded  at  Cheltenham.''J  With 
the  truth  of  this  charge  we  have  now  no  concern.  But  we 
would  contrast  with  it,  what  has  been  said  of  the  celebrated 
Rationalist  Roehr,  General-Superintendent  of  Weimar.  The 
Rev.  D.  K.  G.  Bretschneider,  is  a  High-Counsellor-of-the-Con- 
sistory,  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  General-Superintendent  of 
the  province  of  Gotha.  He  calls  himself  an  "  Evangelical" 
minister,  and  is  a  man  of  learning  and  influence.  What  his  no- 
tions of  Evangelieal  religion,  are,  a  few  facts  will  show.  He 
holds  not  only  that  the  interpretation  of  Scripture  is  to  be  determin- 
ed by  science,  but  also,  that  the  contents  of  the  Scriptures,  thus 

*  Notes,  p.  20. 
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discovered,  are  to  be  estimated  according  to  the  sciences.  He 
does  not  profess  to  deny  the  reality  of  Scripture  miracles,  yet 
by  rejecting  the  historical  evidence  of  their  truth,  making  the 
proof  of  the  inspiration  of  Scripture,  depend  chiefly,  if  not  en- 
tirely upon  our  own  internal  consciousness,  he  does  in  fact,  set 
them  aside  or  subvert  them.  And  those  ministers,  are,  in  his 
estimation,  "  Evangelical,"  who  make  the  proof  of  the  divinity 
of  our  religion  depend  upon  our  own  interior  consciousness. 
Consequently,  some  of  the  wildest  and  most  daring  rationalists, 
may  be,  in  his  estimation.  Evangelical. 

Even  Tholuck,  one  of  the  best  and  most  orthodox  men  in  all 
Germany,  was,  and  we  suppose  is,  a  believer  in  the  final  re- 
storation of  the  wicked,  and  has  declared  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  to  be  an  invention  of  the  schoolmen.*  Indeed,  it  is 
difficult  to  find  a  man,  even  among  the  most  evangelical,  who 
would  be  considered  truly  orthodox  in  this  country. 

That  the  state  of  evangelical  reHgion  in  Prussia,  owing  to 
the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  late  and  present  King,  is 
much  superior  to  the  most  of  Germany,  is  admitted,  and  that 
the  theological  faculties  of  its  Universities,  are  sounder  than 
in  any  others,  is  also  true.  But  even  there,  the  state  of  reli- 
gion is  deplorable.  A  single  fact  will  substantiate  this  charge. 
In  1841,  Bruno  Bauer,  a  licentiate  of  Protestant  theology  in 
the  University  of  Bonn,  published  his  work,  entitled :  "  Kritik 
der  Evangelischen  Geschichte  der  Synoptiker,"  or  Criticism 
upon  the  Evangelical  History  of  the  Synoptics ;  in  which  he 
denied  the  personal  existence  of  God,  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  and  the  genuineness  and  credibility  of  the  whole  Gospel 
history,  whereupon  the  opinions  of  the  Protestant  theological 
faculties  of  these  universities,  were  taken  upon  the  question  ; 
"  What  point  of  view  does  the  author  of  the  above  mentioned 
work  hold  in  regard  to  Christianity  ?"  In  reply,  one  half  of 
the  theological  faculty  of  Koeningsberg, — composed  of  eight 
divinity  professors  and  teachers ;  a  majority  of  the  theological 
faculty  of  Griefswald, — composed  of  five  divinity  professors 
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and  teachers,  and  one  divinity  professor  each,  at  Berlin  and 
Breslau, — gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that,  though  incompatible 
with  its  ecclesiastical  development,  yet  it  vi^as  not  inconsistent 
with  its  essence.*  In  other  words,  a  man  might  be  a  real 
Christian,  and  still  deny  the  existence  of  God,  and  Christ, — 
the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  reject  the  whole  Bible  !  A  fact 
like  this,  is  stronger  than  volumes  of  commentary.  A  majority 
of  the  clergy  in  the  city  of  Berlin  are  evangelical,  but  not  so 
in  the  kingdom  at  large.  Still  there  is  great  religious  destitu- 
tion even  in  that  city. 

We  have  had  occasion  to  speak  of  a  better  day  dawning  upon 
Germany,  and  we  must  inquire  into  some  of  the  causes  of  it. 

1.  One  cause  of  a  revival  of  a  better  theology  in  Germany 
has  been  already  mentioned, — the  study  of  the  Christian  Fa- 
thers,f  and  no  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the  history  of  German 
theology,  can  doubt  that  this  has  been  an  important  cause.  Still, 
it  is  but  one  of  several  causes. 

2.  A  second  cause  has  been  the  influence  of  religious  denom- 
inations in  their  midst,  which  have  remained  uncorrupt,  not- 
withstanding the  general  defection  around  them.  "  The  Mora- 
vian brethren,"  says  Professor  Hoppus,  an  English  dissenter, 
"  possess  the  credit  of  having  contributed  much  towards  stem- 
ming the  torrent  of  error,  by  the  special  prominence  they  give 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement."J  To  this  general  statement, 
it  may  be  added,  that  the  celebrated  Schleiermacher,  whose 
doctrines,  bad  as  they  were,  in  many  respects,§  were  in  great 
advance  of  most  of  his  cotemporaries,  owed  whatever  of  ortho- 
doxy he  possessed,  to  the  fact  that  he  received  his  early  educa- 
tion among  the  Moravians. ||  And  Schleiermacher  was  instru- 
mental in  turning  the  minds  of  Harms,  the  leading  evangelical 
minister  of  Kiel,  and  of  Twesten,  his  own  successor  at  Berlin, 
and  Nitzsch,  a  theological  professor  at  Bonn,^  from  the  fogs 
and  mists  of  neologism,  to  a  more  scriptural  belief. 

*  Opinion  Evangel.  Theol.  Fac.  Prus  Univ.,  in  case  of  Bruno  Bauer.    1842. 
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The  existence  of  a  large  body  of  intelligent  Roman  Catholics, 
in  the  Protestant  States  of  Germany,  very  few  of  whom  have 
been  carried  away  by  the  torrent  of  German  iniidelity,  has  also 
contributed  to  the  same  effect.  Engelhardt,  a  Protestant  histo- 
rian of  Germany  at  the  present  day,  gives  this  as  a  cause  of  the 
increase  of  orthodoxy,  and  of  Romanism  both.*  It  should  bo 
remembered  that  both  of  these  denominations, — the  Moravians 
and  Romanists,  retain  the  hated  and  reviled  Episcopacy. 

3.  iVnother  cause  which  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree 
to  the  same  end,  has  been  the  influence  of  Christians  of  other 
countries.  This  has  been  exerted  in  two  ways, — by  means  of 
the  various  benevolent  societies,  and  by  direct  personal  inter- 
course. The  extent  of  influence  thus  exerted  it  is  impossible 
to  estimate,  but  a  few  facts  will  show  something  of  it. 

A  considerable  sum  is  annually  expended  by  the  American 
Tract  Socidy,  for  the  circulation  of  religious  Tracts  in  Germany. 
ill  1836  this  sum  was  two  thousand  dollar s.-\ 

The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  had  agents  in 
Germany  for  many  years,  for  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures. 
These  agencies  are  now  principally  carried  on  through  Bible 
Societies  which  have  been  formed  on  the  Continent,  and  which 
distribute  annually  about  2C0,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures. J 

The  Religious  Tract  Society  of  London,  has  extensive  agen- 
cies in  Germany.  The  whole  number  circulated  in  Germany, 
by  this  Society,  we  do  not  know;  but  in  1842,  it  was  40,C00 
publications  in  Hungary  alone.§ 

Tlie  London  Society  for  Promoting  Christianity  among  the 
Jews,  has  also  operated  extensively  among  the  German  Jews 
and  so  successfully  that  in  1841,  there  were  three  Professors  in 
the  University  of  Breslau,  who  were  converted  Jews,  and  at  the 
same  time  jive,  in  the  University  of  Halle.  Dr.  Neander  of  the 
University  of  Berlin  was  also  a  Jew,  as  was  also  Dr.  Stahl  of 
the  University  of  Erlangen.  The  Missionaries  of  this  society 
have  baptised  1,881  Jewish  converts,  in  fifteen  years,  in  the  king- 


*  Church  History,  I,  321,  etc.,  in  Memoir  Rev.  Dr.  Mahler,  69. 
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iom  of  Prussia  alone ;  among  whom  are  some  of  the  most  em- 
inent names  of  Germany.* 

The  Foreign  Aid  Society,  which  was  formed  to  aid  the  Pro- 
testants on  the  Continent,  had,  in  1841,  an  income  of  $6.179.f 

There  are  also  several  other  societies,  which  operate  more  or 
less  directly  on  Germany,  among  which  may  be  reckoned  the 
Foreign  Evangelical  Society  of  this  country. 

Another  important  source  of  foreign  influence  upon  Germany, 
has  been  the  translation  of  books  from  foreign  languages,  espe- 
cially from  the  English.  This  practice  has  always  existed  to 
some  extent,  but  has  increased  in  a  rery  high  ratio  within  the 
last  twenty  five  years.J 

Another  source  of  religious  influence,  has  been  found  in  the 
personal  intercourse  of  the  Germans  with  christians  of  other  na- 
tions. In  1 826,  when  a  friend  of  ours  was  residing  in  Goettin- 
gen,  there  was  but  one  evangelical  Professor  in  the  University, 
out  of  eighty  nine,  the  whole  number.  And  that  one  confessetj 
that  he  obtained  his  first  ideas  of  experimental  religion  in  Eng- 
land. Professor  Robinson  also  informs  us,  that  an  instructor  in 
one  of  the  leading  Universities  of  Germany,  himself  a  pious 
man,  and  the  son  of  a  clergyman,  had  never  witnessed,  nor  even 
heard  of  such  a  thing  as  family  prayer,  except  as  a  matter  of 
history,  until  he  visited  England,  after  he  had  finished  his  Univer- 
ty  education. §  Even  Tholuck,  the  leading  evangelical  Professor 
of  German}^  has  been  benefitted  by  "  English  influence."  At 
the  time  he  entered  the  University  of  Berlin,  he  was  to  use  his 
own  language,  "  a  scoffer  at  Christianity,"  and  it  was  mainly  to 
the  counsel  of  Neander,||  whose  conversion  had,  humanly  speak- 


*  Rep.  1842.  The  present  number  of  stations  of  this  Society  is  twenty. three ^ 
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ing,  been  effected  by  an  English  Episcopal  Society,  that  Tho- 
luok's  mind  was  first  turned  to  serious  religion.  Subsequently 
he  visited  England  in  person,  and  has  imbibed  much  of  the  spir- 
it of  true  religion,  though  he  has  not  risen  entirely  above  the  false 
philosophy  of  his  nation. 

The  Prussian  Bible  Society  was  formed  in  1814,  through  the 
direct  personal  efforts  of  the  Agent  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society.  So  also  was  the  Hanoverian  Bible  Society,  the 
Bible  Society  of  Dresden,  and  the  Polish  Bible  Society,  of  War- 
saw,* and  several  other  European  Societies,  and  in  1815  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  granted  to  those  societies 
$14,940  to  circulate  the  Bible  in  Germany.f 

4.  Another  important  energy  that  has  been  at  work  in  the  revi- 
val of  true  religion  in  Germany,  has  been  the  personal  efforts  of 
the  late  and  present  Kings  of  Prussia,— men  of  undoubted  piety. 
The  late  King  of  Prussia,  Frederick- William  III.,  was  early 
affected  with  the  deplorable  state  of  the  Protestant  religion  in 
Germany,  and  aided  by  the  pious  counsels  of  his  Prime  minister, 
the  Chevalier  Bunsen,  set  himself  at  work  to  heal,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  distractions  of  the  Churches,  and  to  restore  them  to  great- 
er soundness  of  faith.  At  that  time  the  greater  share  of  Prot- 
estants in  the  kingdom,  were  Lutheran  and  Calvinistic,  and  in 
order  to  do  away  with  this  distinction,  a  new  Liturgy  was  drawn 
up,  modelled  somewhat  after  that  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
called  the  Liturgy  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  the  name  by  which 
the  Church  of  Prussia  has  since  been  known  and  was  published  in 
1822.  in  one  year,  5,343  congregations,  out  of  7,782  adopted 
the  new  Liturgy,  and  in  1830,  the  remainder  were  required,  by 
law,  to  adopt  it,  in  a  revised  form. J 

The  accomplishment  of  this  plan,  the  king  of  Prussia  has 
kept  constantly  in  view,  and  its  influence  has  been  felt  in  every 
department  of  religion.  Especially  has  it  been  seen  in  the  theo- 
logical faculties  of  the  Prussian  Universities.  In  1819,  that  thor- 
ough going  rationalist,  De  Wette,  was  removed  by  the  Govern- 

*Lond.  Chris.  Obs.  XII.  92-124,  XIII.  733,  734. 
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tnent,  and  Tholuck  appointed  his  successor.  On  the  death  of 
Professor  Knapp,  in  1826,  Tholuck  was  transferred  to  Halle, — ■ 
the  theological  faculty  of  that  University  protesting  against  it,  as 
he  was  notoriously  of  different  views  and  feelings  from  them- 
selves, and  because  he  had  passed  sentence  against  them,  before 
a  public  assembly  in  the  city  of  London.  But  the  King  would 
not  recede,  and  Tholuck  was  sustained*  This  scheme  has 
been  pursued,  and  in  1837,  every  theological  faculty  in  Germany 
had  one  evangelical  professor,  and  some  of  the  Prussian  Universi- 
ties had  a  majority. f  But  much  of  the  leaven  of  Infidelity  yet 
remains,  as  has  been  seen  under  another  head. 

The  present  King  of  Prussia,  Frederick- William  IV.,  contin- 
ues to  carry  out  the  policy  of  his  father,  and  on  the  death  of 
Von  Bohlen,  Professor  of  Oriental  languages  at  Koenings- 
berg,  and  a  rationalist  of  the  blackest  hue,  H.  A.  G.  Haevernick, 
a  pupil  of  Tholuck,  was  transferred  from  Rostock  to  Koenings- 
berg,  and  made  his  successor,  and  in  1842  appointed  Professor 
extraordinary  of  theology.  But  the  opposition  to  him,  on  ac- 
count of  his  evangelical  sentiments,  was  so  great,  that  after  a 
year's  trial,  it  continued  doubtful  whether  he  would  be  able  to 
succeed. 

Another  favourite  measure  with  the  King  of  Prussia,  is  the 
restoration  of  the  Episcopal  government  of  the  Church.  He 
has  abolished  the  office  of  General- Superintendent,  and  supplied 
their  places  with  officers  called  Bishops,  and  in  1840  he  applied 
to  the  English  Prelates  to  have  them  Episcopally  consecrated, 
but  the  laws  of  England  would  not  permit  it.  In  1842,  the 
5  Victoria,  an  act  of  Parliament  was  passed,  authorizing  the 
consecration  of  a  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  with  the  understanding 
that  he  could  consecrate  Protestant  Bishops  for  the  Continent,  if 
desired.  '  The  latest  intelligence  from  Prussia,  renders  it  probable 
that  Episcopacy, — the  German  periodicals  say, — "  High  Church 
Episcopacy,"  is  likely  to  succeed. 

And  finally,  the  King  has  been  the  means  of  forming  a  "  Pas- 
toral Society,"  partly  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  v/enk  and  feeble 
parishes,  partly  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  destitute  places,  and 
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partly,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of  things  in  Ger- 
many. 

Here  we  find,  then,  several  prominent,  leading,  powerful  caus- 
es, all  external  to  Germany  itself, — all  tending  to  bring  it  back 
to  the  standard  of  orthodoxy ; — the  study  of  the  Fathers, — the 
influence  of  the  Moravians  and  the  Romanists, — the  labours  of 
Christians  of  other  countries, — personal  intercourse  with  Christ- 
ians of  other  nations, — and  above  all,  the  continued  effort  of  two 
powerful  and  pious  monarchs,  bending  their  whole  energies  to  a 
restoration  of  orthodoxy.  And  we  find  Episcopacy  and  a  Lit- 
urgy, among  the  leading  measures  by  which  the  triumph  is  to  be 
secured. 

We  might  here  close  this  notice,  but  a  spare  page  remaining, 
we  add  a  few  brief  extracts  from  recent  authors,  in  reference  to 
some  other  countries. 

Switzerland,  "  They  have  been  careful,"  says  one,  "  to  re- 
move from  their  Church  every  thing  which  might  disturb  a  So- 
cinian  peace  ;  their  translations  of  the  Bible,  Liturgy,  and  Cate- 
chisms, have  been  systematically  reduced  to  the  level  of  that 
view  of  Christianity  ;  they  have  formally  prohibited  the  promul- 
gation of  those  articles  of  belief  which  it  rejects  ;  they  have  in- 
definitely suspended  a  minister  for  faithfully  preaching  the  doc- 
trines of  all  orthodox  churches ;  and  lastly,  they  have  now  de- 
posed the  same  individual  from  his  office  in  the  University,  be- 
cause he  made  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  religious  instruction  of  his 
class."* 

France.  The  quarterly  publication  of  the  Foreign  Aid  So- 
ciety  of  England,  for  1841,  says  : 

"  At  this  time  the  established  (that  is  the  state-paid)  Protestant- 
ism of  France  is  for  the  most  part  Socinianism  ;  and  therefore 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  orthodox  minority  should  feel 
anxious  either  to  reform  the  majority  or  to  recede  from  it.  If 
they  seek  to  reform  by  insisting  upon  the  introduction  of  their 
ancient  creeds  and  formularies,  the  Socinian  majority  tax  them 
with  intolerance,  call  them  Methodists,  Calvinists,  and  Exclusists. 
....  The  foregoing  account  has  reference  only  to  the  minis- 
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ters  of  the  *  reformed'  religion :  "  the  Lutheran  pasteurs,"  it  is 
added,  "  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  neologists  or  Socinians." 

England.  "  The  English  body  of  the  three  denominations f 
as  it  is  called,  is  composed  of  the  Presbyterians,  Independents, 
and  Baptists.  Of  that  portion  of  the  latter  class  called  General 
Baptists,  a  majority  are  acknowledged  Unitarians.  .  .  .  The 
Presbyterian  churches  throughout  England  are  understood  to  be, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  occupied  by  congregations  of  this 
sort.  Their  number  was  reckoned  ten  years  ago  at  more  than 
two  hundred.*" 

Sir  Richard  Philips  says  :  "  Most  of  the  English  Presbyteri- 
ans, and  many  Independents,  have  joined  the  Unitarians ;"  and 
he  adds,  that  "in  England  and  Wales  there  are  1663  Indepen- 
dent congregations,  and  258  Presbyterian,  and  that  one  third  of 
them  are  Unitarian.  It  is  also  greatly  to  be  feared  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  Quakers  are  sinking  into  Deism."  The  writer 
who  quotes  this  is  himself  a  Wesleyan  Methodist. f 

Scotland.  "  That  country,"  says  Mr.  Marshall,  in  1843,  "  has 
no  longer  even  the  semblance  of  unity  and  strength  which  Ge- 
neva, in  spite  of  internal  disease,  so  long  boasted.  The  estab- 
lishment, weakened  already  by  innumerable  schisms,  is  now  di- 
vided against  himself,  and  fallen  asunder  into  two  parts.  And 
that  neither  of  these  portions  has  yet  arrived  at  its  ultimate  con- 
dition we  need  not  attempt  to  prove,  because  the  members  of 
both  are  eager  to  assert  it.  Each  declares  vehemently  of  the 
other,  that  it  cannot  long  maintain  its  present  existence  ;  one  has 
already  fallen  from  its  original  position,  and  consented  to  frater- 
nize openly  with  all  the  heterogeneous  forms  of  schism,  adopting, 
and  even  surpassing  in  some  cases,  its  most  lawless  and  extrav- 
agant phraseology."J 

*  Unit,  in  Aug.  Fid.  Hist.  Stat,  prsesent.  brev.  Expos,  apud  Encycloped.  Amer- 
ican, vol.  xii.  App..  599. 

t  Ten  Letters  on  the  Church  and  Church  Establishments,  by  an  Anglo-Cana- 
4ian.  Letter  vi.  43,  44 

t  Marsh.  Notes  Epis.  Pol.  324. 
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